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Alabama Veterinary Medical Association
Executive Director Dr. Charles Franz

Sixteen years – too long or not long enough?
The Alabama Veterinary Medical
Association has a tradition of lengthy
terms of service for executive positions,
as I am only the fifth chief executive of the
organization in its 110 year history. After
only sixteen years, change is coming in
the chief executive position; in January I
turned in my resignation, effective March
26, to ALVMA President Dr. Hal Pate. It
has been an honor and a privilege to have
worked with some great leaders in this
profession as officers, board members, committee chairs and active Association
members during my tenure.
As I write my final column for you, I think back over sixteen years of work to help
your Board of Directors engage with and be supportive of the membership of this
great association. Since January of 2001, when I became your executive director,
we have worked together to be forward-thinking in the face of many changes within
the veterinary profession. Some of these transitions may be good and some may be
bad, depending on your perspective. Certainly there is one constant… change. As I
reminisce on my tenure, I recall many initiatives that came to fruition as a result of a
cooperative effort of the volunteer leaders and the staff provided through my office.
I will list some of the efforts that I am most proud of.
Dr. Jim Benefield and I worked to develop the white coat ceremonies at Auburn
and Tuskegee, events which have continued to expand at both universities. These
exercises serve a key function of recognizing students as they begin their clinical
training, bringing students, faculty, administration and the ALVMA together for an
introduction to organized veterinary medicine.
Drs. Bill Johnston and Barbara Monaghan worked diligently to secure funding
through Maddie’s Fund, and your association ramped up staffing to administer
this donor-subsidized spay-neuter program to benefit lower-income Alabamians.
Drs. Lewis McCurdy, Barbara Monaghan and I worked to establish the Alabama
Veterinary Medical Foundation. A short time later, Drs. T.C. Branch and Kirk Holland
were instrumental in working with staff and our lobbyist to develop the ALVMF SpayNeuter License Plate Program which secures funds through tag sales to assist with
the ALVMF Spay-Neuter Program. The Maddie’s Fund program combined with the
ALVMF Spay-Neuter Program has resulted in ALVMA member veterinarians being
paid over five million dollars through the ALVMA/ALVMF for spay-neuter efforts.
Drs. Mark Russell and Barbara Monaghan, working with staff and other volunteers,
were responsible for increased publicity and excitement related to the 100-year
ALVMA celebration. This benchmark anniversary was recognized with the publishing
of a commemorative book and the sponsorship of special events around the state
and at our annual meeting.
The work that has been accomplished in committees and task forces is too extensive
for a complete listing. The Legislative Committee, under the direction of Dr. Ken
McMillan and with the help of staff and the ALVMA lobbyist, has accomplished many
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key victories for the profession. Dr. Jack Goodman has led the Constitution and
Bylaws Committee and worked diligently to bring forward an updated version for
your approval this spring. The Large Animal Affairs Committee, under the direction of
Dr. Soren Rodning, continues to engage large animal veterinarians with the annual
Conference for Food Animal Veterinarians. This conference, in its 26th year, would
not be possible without the work of Dr. Rodning and the staff support from this office.
Dr. Brad Fields has been responsible for several new programs in the past few years
and heads up the Power of 10 program that has received rave reviews.
Several past-presidents were instrumental in developing and securing a relationship
with the Georgia VMA. Drs. Libby Todd, Larry Chasteen, Kirk Holland, Winston
Pirtle, Bill Allen, Bill Bledsoe and John Hammons all worked to initially have two joint
meetings and then develop a separate LLC, 50/50 owned by the ALVMA and the
GVMA, to conduct the summer meeting of both associations. Through these forwardthinking ALVMA leaders, your association was able to triple the financial return on
the summer meeting while offering top-notch CE in a family-friendly environment. As
you will see from the treasurer’s report on page 7, this single decision has enabled
the ALVMA to keep your dues low, with only one ten dollar increase in the past ten
years. Year-end net assets of the ALVMA have grown 63.4 percent since 2001; the
2001 net assets of $273,633 grew to $450,990 at year-end 2016 even with payment
of legal costs and all the costs of new programs and services initiated during this
time.
I know you are all aware the ALVMA has been the subject of litigation over the last
three years. This required a significant investment of time and money from the Board,
its presidents, and me. I am happy to report the litigation is finally over. I strongly
believe and hope it is the desire of all our members that we move on - together.
There is much left to be accomplished for our association and our profession. We, as
a profession and professionals, will always hold diverse opinions; these differences
are what make us richer and stronger as an association. My hope is that we as a
membership will continue to work together to accomplish good for our profession.
I thank you for letting me share this information with you and for giving me the
opportunity to serve as your executive director. I do not pretend to imply that any of
these positive outcomes were solely my doing. Rather, the common denominator in
all of these was selfless volunteers working with staff to bring about positive impacts
for this association and our profession. I want to personally thank my staff for all of
their work over these years to provide the service and expertise that the membership
expects and deserves. Thank you Linda Cargile, Linda Tynan, Tara Beasley, Ben
Mullins and Dr. Brad Fields, as well as several predecessors, for your tireless
dedication and long hours of work. To all the volunteer leaders of the ALVMA, who
give so freely of your time, energy and expertise, none of this would be possible
without you. Thank you for your service.
I have enjoyed my association with you and sincerely wish each of you the very best.

2016 – 17
Alabama Veterinary Medical Association
President Dr. Harold Pate
A letter from the president
Dear ALVMA members,
I heard a story about a single guy who decided life would be more fun if he
had a pet. So he went to the pet store and told the owner that he wanted
to buy an unusual pet. After some discussion, he finally bought a talking
centipede (100-legged creature), which came in a little white box to use for
his house. He took the box back home, found a good spot for the box, and
decided he would start off by taking his new pet to church with him. So he
asked the centipede in the box, “Would you like to go to church with me
today? We would have a good time.” But there was no answer from his
new pet. This bothered him a bit, but he waited a few minutes and asked
again, “How about going to church with me and receive blessings?” But
again, there was no answer from his new friend and pet. So he waited a few
minutes more, thinking about the situation. The guy decided to invite the centipede one last time. This time he put his
face up against the centipede’s house and shouted, “Hey in there! Would you like to go to church with me and learn
about God?” This time a little voice came out of the box, “I heard you the first time! I’m putting my shoes on!”
Many lessons can be learned from this story. One is that accomplishments take time. Whether it be legislation, which
took two years to exempt veterinarians from Prescription Drug Monitoring Program, or getting new programs off the
ground and running, such as Power of Ten or Spay/Neuter License Plate Program, but eventually it happens.
The Alabama Veterinary Medical Association turned 110 years old. Today our organization is so much more than it was
back then. We provide so much to the veterinary schools in our state, to the support of our young colleagues, to the
advancement of our profession through continuing education, to the forming of our foundation that “contributes to the
wellbeing of animals and enhances the human-animal bond” and much more.
As I have traveled to Florence, to Mobile, to Selma, to Auburn, to Huntsville, to Montgomery, to Birmingham, to
Tuskegee, I have met older colleagues who know where our profession has come from to recent graduates that carry
the zeal and enthusiasm for the future. How many times have individuals told you how they wish they could have
become a veterinarian? We all are fulfilling a dream. Our association becomes greater as we blend the wisdom of the
Baby Boomers with the Millennials full of fresh ideas.
A young man and an older gentlemen were out walking and the young man said, “My marriage is just a walk in the park.”
The older man said, “Yes, it is a park, Jurassic Park, and my wife is a T-Rex.” There will be bumps in the road. But as
Charles A. Cary, our first executive director of the ALVMA once said at the 1920 ALVMA Annual Meeting, “I have at
heart the good of the profession.” My hope is we can all say that when our job is completed.
I will finish with this story. A distraught senior citizen phoned her doctor’s office, “Is it true,” she wanted to know, “that
the medication you prescribed has to be taken for the rest of my life?” “Yes, I’m afraid so,” the doctor told her. The
senior lady replied, “I’m wondering, then, just how serious my condition because the prescription is marked ‘No Refill’.”
Thank you for allowing me to serve as President this year.
Your friend and colleague,

Harold E. Pate, Jr. DVM
ALVMA President
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C. Alan Jones

Ralph W. Womer Jr.

James H. Lee

Charles Ashwander

Harold Pate, Jr.

T.C. Branch

From your ALVMA officers - Who do you believe?
Over the past decade, the ALVMA has, as has our entire profession, been
faced with changes. Some were seemingly small like the approval of threeyear rabies vaccine. Some were large and complicated, like the struggle
with non-profits, spay/neuter, legislation challenges, examining board
challenges, and corporate-ownership questions, to name just a few. The
ALVMA leadership has struggled, along with all of you, to try and foresee
where it is leading us, evaluate how to respond to it, and determine what is
inevitable and what may be successfully resisted.
Some of you have had grave objections to how the leadership of the
ALVMA has responded to these challenges. It is obviously your right and
your obligation to make your opinion known. Some of you have served in
roles that involved very costly public struggles, doing what you felt was
right for the profession, and feeling the leadership left you without support.
Deep differences of opinion over the proper course forward on many issues
were very real, and still are. But it was when arguments became personal,
no longer only involving the issues, that attempts to develop consensus
within the organization stopped. A group split off, reducing the whole, and
when lawsuits were filed against ourselves, we spiraled into much deeper
challenges - and the deepest challenge of all: when and how do we defend
ourselves against our own colleagues, acting from within or even outside
the ALVMA?
The lawsuit against the ALVMA and Dr. Franz, and the formation of a
separate group might be considered one in the same challenge. Even
though the lawsuit was settled, attacks from this group continue. Even
though we are in search of a new executive director and have a completely
different set of officers than when the lawsuit was filed, opposition hasn’t
abated. The head of the group once titled an email: “We’re going for the
throat of the ALVMA!” The obvious questions are: “Who do you believe, and
what is the real motivation?”
In the fall of 2013 an independent audit of the finances of the ALVMA found
no penny out of place. More recently, Dr. Ralph Womer became treasurer
of the ALVMA. Dr. Womer, who was endorsed by the other group, did a
very thorough exam on his own. He also found no wrongdoing, yet rumors
persist. The books of the ALVMA are open for any member to see.
Dr. Franz also serves several other professional organizations. There has
been no hint of impropriety from any of those organizations. The defense of
the lawsuit, which ended by a mediated settlement after 3 ½ years and never
went to trial, directly or indirectly, cost our association much money and time
that could have been spent on matters important to all veterinarians.
Our current officers, who weren’t in any way involved when the lawsuit was
filed, were told by our legal counsel that we could possibly be held financially
liable should it go to trial and the trial be found in favor of the plaintiff! Who
would want to serve as an officer, given that any member could cause
such trouble? So after such a long time and incredible expense, it was
determined that a settlement was the best route forward for the association.
Dr. Franz has been the focus of all this, even though as executive director
he has never cast a vote on any issue before the ALVMA. Has he given
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his opinion on issues? Of course. It’s what we’ve asked him to do. It’s
what we’ve paid him to do. Has every single officer, veterinarians coming
from all over the state and mostly independent-minded practice owners
themselves, suddenly lost all ability to think for themselves on issues before
the association? Does that make any sense?
The outcome of the lawsuit in this civil matter only managed to benefit
the lawyer’s cash flow, soil reputations without benefit of relief by trial,
and proved that differences of opinion on the direction of our association,
however intense, must be worked out between our own walls with personal
differences left at home. The leadership has been very reluctant to speak
out on all of this. It’s never been its intention to cast any colleague in a
bad light. The officers and ALVMA have always attempted to take the high
road. A countersuit could have been filed, but the thought of brother against
brother could never be the better way. Bridges must never be burned. It is
with great heartache and anguish that this letter is even written, but it was
felt that it was time to finally speak out in defense of the ALVMA and Dr.
Franz.
In spite of everything, we are proud to serve you. We, the officers, are doing
the best we can. We’ve heard criticisms of secrecy. We’ve certainly not tried
to hide anything. There’s nothing to hide. But to be totally honest, when you
are trying to serve as a volunteer and your every decision carries with it
the possibility of personal liability or another lawsuit, it’s easy to become a
little paranoid. Everybody, from the officers on down, can do a better job of
disseminating information, especially to those that we serve - you.
We want to move the ALVMA forward and get everybody back together
to do good for our members and our state. It has been wisely said that it’s
easier to be “against” something than “for” something. Let’s be “for” working
together, laying aside old hurts, and heal this association. We’ll always
disagree on some things, and we all make mistakes. But we owe each
other a measure of respect, a fair hearing, and a capacity to change our
own minds as evidence proves it a necessity.
We must accept that our profession changes, and that we may differ in
opinion on the best way to meet those changes. But those differences
can never be allowed to spiral into personal attacks, inside or outside the
meeting room. The Search Committee felt that hiring Dr. Brad Fields, as
Interim ED, was the best move going forward. There was no dissent by any
member of the Search Committee over his compensation, in spite of what
has been said. The Executive Board accepted this recommendation. We
thank you, the general membership, for approving the compensation by
your vote on March 11.
Respectfully,
Dr. Alan Jones, Board Member at Large
Dr. Ralph Womer, Treasurer
Dr. Hank Lee, Vice-president
Dr. Charles Ashwander, President-elect
Dr. Hal Pate, President
Dr. T.C. Branch, Immediate Past-president

Tag Sales & Surgery statistics are located
below in the chart for reference.
Total Tag Sales
26,921
Surgeries Performed
16,970
Total Paid to AL Vets
$829,445
Hospitals Participating
73
3,733
1,596
$75,800
72

ALVMA Members;
Our Spay/Neuter tag and income tax checkoff
$80 instead of $60 per surgery. The owner has
continues to be a success. We are marketing
a $20 co-pay. This will be another chance to
monthly through Facebook advertisements to
make contact with our Alabama veterinarians
the public to encourage tag purchases and
and encourage wider participation. 2016 was
donations to the program.
a great year, our sales of Pet Memorial cards
We have fully implemented a new website for
more than doubled, thanks to board member
the Foundation (www.alvmf.org) which has
sales during multiple events. We are promoting
streamlined the permit-request process for
these at every meeting
participating hospitals and
of the ALVMA and at
my staff. If you haven’t
the regional meetings
visited in a while, please
throughout the state.
The
board
has
increased
do so and provide your
In 2016, we received
feedback so that we can
the funding level for Canine nearly $12,000 in
constantly improve.
Ovariohysterectomies from unrestricted donations,
We are in the process of
and nearly $164,000 in
finalizing the DMV offices
$80 to $100 total dollars,
restricted donations. At
database, and will be
the end of the year, we
meaning the Foundation
shipping Spay/Neuter Tag
had budgeted a negative
posters to each of their will expend $80 instead of $60 balance of almost
locations. Hopefully these
$26,000, and we ended
will be getting placed in per surgery. The owner has a the year with a positive
visible locations around
balance of $62,836.72.
$20 co-pay.
the state and result in a
I am convinced that
spike in our overall tag
2017 will be even more
sales, and awareness of
successful.
the Foundation.
On behalf of the ALVMF Board of Directors,
We continue to ship materials and supplies
thank you for your donations through your
to our participating clinics, and have recently
ALVMA dues checkoff, tax checkoff, and your
mailed a letter to each of their offices explaining
promotion of and participation in the Spay/
the new website submission process and
Neuter Program!
encouraging them to support our causes. New
Dr. Brad Fields
letterhead and envelopes have been designed
Executive Director, Alabama
for the Foundation, and are a brilliant change
Veterinary Medical Foundation
from previous stationary.
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Our funding level for the Spay/Neuter Program
is higher than ever before and the board
has increased the funding level for Canine
Ovariohysterectomies from $80 to $100 total
dollars, meaning the Foundation will expend
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To paraphrase Ebenezer Scrooge from
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”, we find ourselves
a year older and not a penny richer. In fact, we
find ourselves with over $35,000 fewer assets
than we had at the end of last year, although
our annual conference in 2016 made a record
$145,000 for the association. I needn’t explain
that part of the deficit came from paying legal
bills that were in excess of $88,000 this year.
We also had a net decrease in income of
$9,000 due to our no longer managing the
Alabama Veterinary Medical Foundation.
Fortunately, the legal bills should decrease
dramatically this year due to a settlement
reached with the plaintiff. Thanks to the diligent
management of Dr. Charles Franz, we are also
fortunate to have prospered financially over the
last fifteen years and have a buffer which has
seen us through this judicial maelstrom. As of
the last day of December 2016, we had assets
of $450,989.90, well within the best practices
guideline for associations of having one to two
years of operating expenses in reserve.
It has been an honor and a privilege to serve
as Treasurer of the Alabama Veterinary
Medical Association the past two years. I have
been able to see once again, first hand, the
dedication of so many volunteers who believe
in the benefit of organized veterinary medicine,
and are willing to give so freely of their time and
talents to keep this association operating at a
high level. However, I have decided not to run
for this office again. I look forward to working
closely with the new treasurer next year and
know that the association will be in capable
hands. I am also confident that we can move
forward from the horror of the last four years.
As always, the books of the association are
open for review and I would entertain any
questions from members of the association.
Dr. Ralph Womer, Jr.
Treasurer, ALVMA

ALVMF executive
director’s report spring 2017
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A word from your
ALVMA treasurer

2016 Specific Statistics
Tag Sales
Surgeries Performed
Total Paid to AL Vets
Hospitals Participating
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ALVMF recognizes scholarship award recipients
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The ALVMF is proud to announce the
recipients of the Aaron Groth and MK
Heath Scholarship Awards for the
2016-2017 year!

Dr. and Mrs. A. H. Groth, Jr.
Scholarship Award

The Executive Board of the ALVMA
established the scholarship in October of 1999. Each year, the ALVMF
in conjunction with the ALVMA awards a $2,500 scholarship to a student
from Auburn and from Tuskegee that is academically in the upper third of
his or her class, has completed the second year of veterinary school, is
an achiever of excellent moral character, is active in the Student Chapter
of the American Veterinary Medical Association, and other programs, and
has demonstrated leadership qualities, but not necessarily as an officer.
Financial need can be considered but is not a qualification.

Dr. M. K. Heath Memorial Scholarship

The award goes to an Auburn University sophomore, junior, or senior
veterinary medical student based on scholarship and financial need. The
baseline for scholastic consideration is a GPA of 3.0 or greater on a 4.0
scale. The financial need portion is based on the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid information.

Dr. Charles Franz, Sarah LaRosche, recipient of the Dr. M.K. Heath Memorial Scholarship, Christa
Ray, recipient of the Dr. & Mrs. Aaron Groth Award, and Dr. Brad Fields

ALVMF 2016 DONATIONS

Gifts given January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016
Patron ($25-$99)
Dr. Charles Walton Ashwander
Dr. Antoino J. Ballagas
Dr. Mary S. Battistella
Dr. Charles Bryson
Dr. Monnie Carol Carter
Dr. Samuel Corbin Cartner
Dr. Donald Cheatham
Dr. Paul E. Click
Dr. Ralph Michael Creel
Dr. Thomas P. Dawkins
Dr. Robert Jereny Deaton
Dr. Suzanne Young Dougherty
Dr. David Dykes
Dr. Thomas Fell
Dr. Gerald Fontaine
Dr. David Fuller, III
Dr. Beth Gibbins
Dr. Donald C. Goodwin
Dr. Jerry Hawkins
Dr. Allison Brady Ivey
Dr. C. Alan Jones
Dr. Janie Frances Kimbrell
Dr. William Gary Kimbrell
Dr. Susy Lange
Dr. Mark Stanley Lawrence
Dr. John MacDonald
Dr. Kristin S. Mahaffey
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Dr. Perry Mobley, III
Dr. Michael Newman
Dr. Robert Okin, Jr.
Dr. Stevan H. Parsons
Dr. Christopher Michael Schreiber
Dr. George Fletcher Seier, Jr.
Dr. Amy Senicz
Dr. Mitchell Smith
Dr. William P. Stowe
Dr. Jan K. Strother-Newman
Dr. Janna Sullivan
Dr. Julianna S. Taylor
Dr. Beth Taylor
Dr. William Thompson
Dr. Danny Trash
Dr. Harold Threadgill
Dr. Brent Allen Walker
Dr. J. Douglas Ward
Dr. John T. Williamson
Dr. P. Mike Wilson
Dr. George L. Woods, Jr.
Supporter ($100-$999)
Dr. Lewis Benefield
Dr. T. C. Branch
Dr. Larry Chasteen
Dr. Angela B. Concannon
Mr. David Dennis
Dr. Bradley M. Fields

Dr. Charles Franz
Dr. John Hammons
Ms. Teresa Humprey
Dr. Bruce Lee
Dr. Lacey Lee
Mr. L. M. Murphy
Dr. Sarah L. Prather
Dr. H. Winston Pirtle
Dr. Glenn Sexton
Dr. Wayne Sandifer
Dr. William Sternenberg
Mr. John Todd
Dr. Jerome B. Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Frank & Becki Vance
Alabama Veterinary Medical Association
Gulf State Distributors, Inc.
Jefferson County Veterinary
Medical Association
Visionary ($1,000-$4,999)
Dr. W. J. Connolly III
Dr. Barbara F. Monaghan
AVMA Student Chapter Auburn University
The Ark, Inc. Nina Beal
Platinum ($5,000-$10,000)
Maddie’s Fund

2017 Conference
for Food Animal
Veterinarians recap
Warm and wonderful weather
greeted attendees of the 26th
Annual Conference for Food Animal
Veterinarians this year. Many of
the attendees took advantage of
the beautiful surroundings of the
4-H Center in Columbiana, Ala. and brought their significant others with
them to enjoy excellent CE, a peaceful location, great food and great
camaraderie for the weekend of March 10-12, 2017.
Twelve speakers offered their expertise on subjects about diseases
of food and fiber animals, upcoming changes to the veterinary feed
directive, cow-calf profitability and record keeping, cattle and their
diseases, as well as two hours of legal review lectures. A hands-on
lecture and wet-lab was implemented this year for the Sunday session,
and reproductive tract palpation, evaluation, scoring, and ultrasound
were integrated to finish the conference strong! The US Department
of Agriculture provided updates, as did the Alabama Department of
Agriculture and Industries, the Alabama Cattlemen’s Association,
the Alabama Farmer’s Federation, the Alabama Veterinary Medical
Association, the Auburn University Department of Animal Sciences and

the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association.
Fifty-nine attendees from six different states enjoyed getting their
education hours at one of the few remaining large animal specific
conferences. The ALVMA is grateful for our sponsors of the event,
which included ADM Animal Nutrition, American Insurance Marketing
Services, Inc., Merial/Boehringer Ingelheim Company, Multimin USA,
Inc., Newport Laboratories, and Zoetis Animal Health.
Saturday evening everyone enjoyed happy
hour with the exhibitors and then the
traditional steak dinner with fixins. Afterwards
a large number of the attendees took part in
the Downie Awards and practice tips portion
of the conference. Dr. Soren Rodning from
Auburn, Ala. took home the trophy specially
made by Dr. Arvle Marshall. Dr. Terry Slaten
was the master of ceremonies for the event.
The ALVMA Board of Directors met on Saturday for much of the day,
and the ALVMF Board of Directors met on Sunday afternoon, both
boards accomplishing their tasks.
Make your plans now to attend the 27th annual Conference for Food
Animal Veterinarians. Those dates will be February 23 – 25, 2018.
Details and registration information will be on the ALVMA website at
www.alvma.com later this year.

Protect your livelihood with all the right coverage through AVMA PLIT.
We are the most trusted source of professional, business and personal
coverage for every stage of your career.

our expertise is

your strength
Workers’ Compensation • Business Property & Liability
Employment Practices Liability • Umbrella Liability

•

•

Commercial Auto • Flood • Data Breach • Professional Liability
•

Veterinary License Defense • Professional Extension (Animal

Bailee) • Embryo & Semen Storage Coverage • Safety & Risk
Management Resources • Personal Auto • Homeowners

•

Renters • Personal Excess (Umbrella) Liability
For a coverage comparison of your entire
insurance portfolio to the PLIT program,
call 800-228-PLIT (7548) or visit avmaplit.com.
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Technology
continues to make life easier
A news article from your
State Veterinarian Dr. Tony Frazier

“

I like to think that I have tried to
to choose large animal or small animal
embrace technological changes over
certificates. It seems to be reasonably
The app allows you to search for old CVIs user friendly. And when I tell you it
the years, especially those that are
related to my job. When I first came
user friendly, you can pretty much
you have previously written using the app. There isbelieve
to the Office of State Veterinarian
it will be. It will even use
we were sort of at a cross roads
your
smart
phone’s address book
are various criteria you can search by such as
between the old overhead projector
to populate consignor/consignee
date ranges. It also allows you to choose large field. And you can import that same
presentations and Power Point. And
while several of my friends advised
information into your address book on
animal or small animal certificates.
me that Power Point was just a fad
the device if you wish to.
that would pass like pet rocks, I went
Presently there are 30 states that
ahead and acquired a working knowledge of how to put together a Power
accept mCVIs, but more are coming online continuously. Hopefully most or
Point presentation. I may not be the best at using that technology, but I can
all states will be accepting these mCVIs before too long. But possibly the
put together a presentation that occasionally impresses me, although my
most amazing aspect of the app is that it can be downloaded to your device
Power Point Standards may not be at an extremely high level. In addition
for free. That is correct ladies and gentlemen. At least at the present time it
to that as we work toward fully implementing animal disease traceability,
will be free. I have no information either way as to whether it will come for
the technologies that are associated with radio frequency identification
a charge somewhere down the road. But again, it is free right now.
(RFID) are mind boggling. We are not in a position to embrace all of those
To download the app just go to the App store and search for mCVI.
technologies, but certainly we are able to use many of them. I can’t speak
Follow the steps as you would any other app such as Instagram, Uber or
for everybody, but technology has really been a great thing----when it
SoundHound! Once you’ve downloaded the app select Alabama as your
works as it was intended.
state. AgConnect will contact my office that you would like to
And now I am happy to announce the mCVI (mobile Certificate
use their app. We will verify your accreditation status.
of Veterinary Inspection) app for smart phones, at least
Once we have done that you will receive an email
for iPhones and androids. Many of you younger
stating that you are in the system. Then you are
veterinarians probably have an app on your smart
ready to go.
phones for everything from making bank
There is a really long email address
deposits to reminding you to feed the cat.
where you can watch a very good
The mCVI app was developed so that
training video. Instead of printing
you can use your smart phone to
the address out right here, I would
input the data for a Certificate of
ask that you call my office and we
Veterinary Inspection (slangly
will email you the link. However if
referred to as health certificates or
you would like to do it on your own, you
health papers), even from remote
can search AgConnect or mCVI. I can tell you
locations that do not have phone
that if you just google mcvi there are several sites,
connectivity. Then the information will
such as Marriott Vacation Club International and Michigan
upload later when you get connectivity.
Cardiovascular Institute, that will be listed before the site you are
AgConnect has developed the technology
looking for. But don’t hesitate to contact my office for assistance in
that allows you to download an app to your smart
finding the site for the app. My number is 334-240-7253.
phone that not only allows you to input information
I do want to say again that this is one of the handiest things to come down
that will populate the CVI, it generally will manage all of
your
the track concerning writing CVIs. It is just a personal opinion, but I do think
CVIs. It allows you to get part of the information, such as ID numbers
that smart phone and social media will eventually lead to the downfall of
and descriptions, and later back at the office you can put in consignor/
civilization as we know it, but that is another story for another day, and for
consignee information, etc. The app also will save a copy and send a copy
another venue. But I do suggest that you take advantage of those things
to the state veterinarian in the state of destination. The app allows you to
that make your life and practice easier. The mCVI is certainly one of them.
search for old CVIs you have previously written using the app. There are
Give me a call if you have questions.
various criteria you can search by such as date ranges. It also allows you
10 | ALVMA Spring 2017
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Forward booking = healthy pets
and healthy practices

Regular preventive healthcare is the key to the
health and well-being of all your patients.
Be sure every pet owner leaves your practice
with their next appointment on the books.
Talk to your healthcare team about the
importance of forward booking. Get started
at www.partnersforhealthypets.org.

Insert Your
Organization’s
Logo Here

New
graduate
member
profile
Name: Lauren Rowe, DVM
Residence: Montgomery, Ala.
What inspired you to pursue a
career in veterinary medicine?
I have always wanted to practice
medicine but once my parents selected
a puppy from a neighbor’s litter, I was
enthralled with veterinary medicine. I
was in the fifth grade at the time.

What type of veterinary
medicine do you practice and
why did you choose it?
I am a small animal veterinarian
that does general practice as well
as emergency medicine. I truly love
my traditional small animal pets
– cats and dogs make me happy!!
Preventative medicine is a passion of
mine.

Where did you study?

Tuskegee University for both
undergraduate and DVM degrees.

Who is your role model/
mentor?

I have multiple answers! Life’s
successes are not achieved by the
influence of just one person! My mom,
who instilled in me the importance of
true professionalism and dedication
to your career; Dr. Bill Van Hooser,
who, on his own accord, took time
away from his busy schedule to come
and speak to my eleventh-grade
class about veterinary medicine. He
also hired me many years later as an
associate veterinarian at his practice
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so I think it is
safe to say that
he has believed
in me for quite
some time now;
and Dr. Ruby
Perry, dean of
the Tuskegee
University’s
College of
Veterinary
Medicine, who
inspires me to
keep achieving
and striving for
greatness. Her
support and
guidance is so
valuable because
of her historical
significance
in the veterinary profession. Her
achievement of becoming the first
African American woman appointed
dean of a veterinary program in
the nation inspires me to pursue
leadership roles as I progress through
this profession.

What do you enjoy most
about your job?

Advocating for pets. I truly believe in
the benefit of preventative care so I
enjoy taking on the task of properly
educating owners.

How did you get involved with
the ALVMA?
I learned about the organization
in veterinary school. I learned
how integral organized veterinary
medicine can be for your career and
for the profession. It only made sense
to continue to be involved once I
graduated.

What is the hardest part of
your job?

Not being able to successfully advocate
for a pet. Whether it is financial
hardship or unwillingness to follow
the best recommendation, it can be
tough to not be able to do the very best
for your patient.

What advice
can you offer
someone
entering
veterinary
school?
My advice would
be directed
towards financial
literacy and
self-care. I’d
encourage them
to seek financial
advice on taking
out loans. I’d
also encourage
being aware of
their mental and
physical health.
Your health
should not take a backseat to school.
Four years is a long time to not take
care of yourself.

Why would you recommend
that someone join ALVMA?

You want a way to connect and
network with others in the profession.

Where do you see yourself in
five years?

I see myself as a ABVP-certified
practitioner. I also see myself in
some sort of capacity that will help
promote and improve diversity in the
profession.

How has being involved
with the ALVMA helped you
professionally?

It has helped me connect with other
veterinarians in the area. It also helps
with keeping me informed about how
to get the CE hours needed yearly.

What was the last song you
sang?

“Can You Stand the Rain?” by New
Edition. This legendary R&B group
just recently had a biopic premiere on
television and it was so entertaining!
As a lover of music, I always appreciate
learning the history behind the music.

When I’m not working, you’ll
find me …

What makes you laugh out
loud?

either transporting my son to various
extracurricular activities, heading
to work out, or attending a Beyonce
concert.

“the Read” podcast or Will Ferrell
movies

What was the most
memorable part of your
college experience?

The friendships that were started and
are still ongoing! Also, homecoming
was, and still is, such a wonderful
experience for me. Homecoming
is really a family reunion because
Tuskegee University, like most
HBCUs, cultivates familial ties to your
classmates and even your professors.
It is simply a joyous occasion to
reunite with school family!

If you could meet anyone
(dead or living) who would it
be and what would you ask
them?
I would love to meet Michelle Obama
and I would ask her how she stayed so
poised in the face of unfair treatment
towards her and her family. To me, she
is a stellar example of a professional
woman who also happens to be a mom
and wife.

“Hidden Figures!” It is such a
wonderful and inspiring movie!

What do you feel is your
biggest challenge just starting
out?

Professionally, if you could
change something, what
would it be?

The lack of diversity in the veterinary
profession is something I want to
change. To preserve the future of
veterinary medicine, we need to be
sure that veterinarians are diverse
so that we can show the children
dreaming of being veterinarians, what
is possible.

What is your favorite quote?

“If you want to lift yourself up, lift up
someone else.” Booker T. Washington,
founder of Tuskegee University.

What is your simplest
pleasure?

Simply watching or streaming TV!

Becoming more aware of the need for
good work/life balance and protecting
the mental health of veterinarians.
We, as veterinarians, work hard and
should recognize the importance of
taking care of ourselves.

What five adjectives best
describe you?

Diligent, caring, calm, optimistic and
honest.

When was the last time you
did something for someone
else and what was it?

I paid for the Starbucks order that the
car behind me in line ordered. It was
a result of a “pay it forward” ideology
since the car in front of me paid for
mine!! People inspire people… and
that can be a great thing!

What is the last movie you
watched?

Establishing a flow to get you through
the day!! Figuring out how to be more
time efficient can be tough!

What do you think has been
the most significant change/
advancement in veterinary
medicine in the last five
years?

Where would you go if you
could go anywhere? Why?

What accomplishment are you
most proud of?
My proudest accomplishment is
my 13-year-old son, Johnathan. He
inspires me to keep achieving and
accomplishing daily. He is truly a
blessing to me!

I would travel to Egypt. I would be
eager to soak in all the history and
beauty.

I still want to learn how to…
see the adrenal glands on ultrasound!!!
Outside of veterinary medicine, I
would love to take classes and become
a pastry chef.

If you were stranded on an
island, what three things
would you want to have?

1) a resort on said island, 2) my
iPhone, 3) white cheddar popcorn

What book are you reading?
“Mindset: The new psychology of
Success” by Dr. Carol S. Dweck. This
was recommended by my mother so of
course I do as mom says!
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Welcome new members
Please welcome those who have joined the
Association since October 2016.

Drs.
Matthew Bargo III	
Angel Barnes
Ronnie Barnes
Paul E. Bronold II	
David Bryant
Robert Cunningham
Athema Etzioni
Jonathan Friend
Stephanie Hall
Tom Harbin Jr
Maria A. Owens
Kimberly Pearson
Thomas Poole
Ashley Pott
Brooke Rice
Stanley Robertson
Michelle B. Schisa
Erick Schwartzkopf
Kenneth Sharp
Rebecca Sweet

Boaz, AL
AUB07
Prattiville, AL
TUS15
Tuscaloosa, AL
AUB84
Tuscaloosa, AL
AUB06
Moulton, AL
AUB90
Mobile, AL
MIS86
Tuscaloosa, AL
TUS01
Montgomery, AL	NCU97
Tuscaloosa, AL
MIS99
Mathews, AL
AUB79
Birmingham, AL TUS91
Ocean Springs, MS AUB04
Auburn, AL
AUB ‘16
Huntsville, AL
AUB ‘16
Boaz, AL	ROS16
Dothan, AL
MIS84
Montgomery, AL	NCU15
Dothan, AL
AUB15
Stevenson, AL	ROS16
Huntsville, AL
AUB15

Four former members have been reinstated:
Drs.
Candice Bearden
Jackie Garrett
Mark Kidd
Lisa Stacey

Three members received Life Membership:
Drs.
Jim W. Benefield
James Payne Jr
Carter Randall Smith

In memoriam

Dr. David Gross 87, passed away Tuesday, May 7, 2013. David
was born on March 17, 1926 in Dothan, Ala. to Cornelius Oscar Gross
and Eva Alma Gross. After being raised in Chipley, Fla., he joined the
Army Air Corps where he served as a Ball Turret Gunner during World
War II on B17 Bombers during flights from England to Germany. After his
discharge, he attended Alabama Polytechnic Institute (Auburn), earning
a degree in Veterinary Medicine in 1952. After interning in Pensacola,
Fla., he began practicing Veterinary Medicine in Mobile, Ala. in 1953,
eventually opening Gross Animal Clinic in 1960. During his 58-year career
as a veterinarian, he served as president of the Mobile Baldwin Veterinary
Medical Association in 1966, and president of the Alabama Veterinary
Medical Association from 1971-1972. David loved the Lord and was an
active member in the Community of Christ Church, serving as an Elder
in the Priesthood. He loved boating and the open water, and spent many
days fishing and shrimping with his family and friends. Other hobbies
included flying airplanes, golfing, gardening, and hunting. In honor of his
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military service, he attended the third Honor Flight to Washington, DC
in 2010. He is survived by his wife of 54 years, Margaret Peggy Gross,
brother Thomas Eugene Gross, daughter Shannon (Tom) Rutledge, two
sons David Jr (Monica) Gross and Drew Gross, four grandchildren Trey,
Finch, and Victoria Gross, and Kyley Jay Ferris, and great grandchild
Marley May Ferris.
Dr. William DuPont Strong, 96, of Enterprise died on August 20,
2013, at his home. Born in Blakely, Ga., to Ramelle Bradwell Fleming and
William Standifer Strong, he proudly served as a pilot in the U. S. Army
Air Corps before and during World War II. Surviving the opening attack on
Clark Field in the Philippines, he flew off the islands before their surrender.
He flew many missions in support of the defense of New Guinea and
was awarded two Distinguished Flying Cross medals. After the war he
entered The University of Georgia where he earned a degree as a Doctor
of Veterinary Medicine. He practiced veterinary medicine in Leesburg,
Fla., before joining the State Department’s Agency for International
Development and working in Bolivia, Vietnam, Laos, and Honduras. Dr.
Strong retired in Enterprise where he worked for the U. S. Department of
Agriculture as a veterinary poultry inspector. He was preceded in death by
his parents; wives, Dorothy Lummus Strong and Julie Myrick Buchanan
Strong; a daughter, Isabel Strong; and sisters, Ramelle Palmer and Willa
McWilliams. He is survived by a son, Kenneth Strong (Sara) of Elba; a
daughter, Harriette Matthews (Mike) of Burnet, Texas; a stepson, Paul
Buchanan (Joyce) of Fruitland Park, Fla.; five granddaughters, Emily
Strong Wood (Keith) of Tallahassee, Fla.; Ashley Matthews Lunsford
(Mark) of San Antonio, Texas; Elena Strong Leonard (Jeff) of Birmingham;
Lane Matthews Olson (Brian) of Dallas, Texas; Elizabeth Strong Powell
(Taylor) of Birmingham; and ten great grandchildren.
Dr. C. Wayne Roberts, age 76, of Enterprise, Ala., passed away,
Tuesday, January 31, 2017 in Medical Center Enterprise. Dr. Roberts
served as the ALVMA president from 1987-1988. He was awarded the
Veterinarian of the Year Award in 1995 and the Distinguished Service
Award in 2007.
In 1969 Dr. Roberts established his long time practice, West Gate
Veterinary Hospital, and practiced veterinary medicine for more than 45
years. During his long and distinguished career, Dr. Roberts served on
many local veterinary boards, the Alabama Executive Board, and numerous
state committees, before holding state offices as became president of the
Alabama Veterinary Medical Association. Dr. Roberts was appointed by
Governor Hunt to serve on Alabama’s State Board of Veterinary Medical
Examiners and appointed to a second term by Governor James. Because
of his dedication he was honored by being selected Alabama Veterinarian
of the Year in 1995 and was awarded the Wilford S. Bailey Distinguished
Auburn Alumni Award in 2003. Dr. Roberts was a devoted member of
the Rotary Club and has served on almost every local and district Rotary
committee and as president in 1975-76. He was honored as a Paul
Harris Fellow and became Area 7 assistant governor while serving in the
Rotary Club. Dr. Roberts was a faithful member of First Baptist Church in
Enterprise where he served as Deacon for many years.
Dr. Charles S. Otto, Jr. 96, of LaGrange, Ga., formerly of Valley, Ala.,
passed away on Thursday, February 2, 2017 at the West Georgia Medical
Center in LaGrange. He was born on November 11, 1920 in Kenmore, New
York to the late Charles S. Otto, Sr. and Mary Anne Campbell Otto. Dr. Otto
was a Yankee man who found his way into the heart of a Southern Bell from
the Beehive community of Loachapoka, Ala.
Otto received his economics degree at the University of Michigan with the
intent to pursue a law degree but joined the Army Air Corp and spent much

of his time as a war correspondent in Iceland.
While stationed at Gunter Field at Maxwell
Air Force Base in Montgomery, Ala. he met
his soon to be bride, Ruth Dawson, at a USO
social event and they later married on January
20, 1945. After his tour of duty he changed his
career path and attended Auburn University
where he earned his doctorate degree in
Veterinary Medicine in 1951.
Soon after graduation, he began his large and
small animal veterinary practice in Dadeville,
Ala. In 1954 at the request of business owners
of Darden Farms he moved his practice to
Langdale. Dr. Otto and Ruth joined Langdale

United Methodist Church in 1954 where
they were active members and served in
numerous capacities. Dr. Otto continued to
serve the community with veterinary care
until his retirement in January of 1995. During
his years in “The Valley,” Dr. Otto served in
various community activities, projects, and
organizations. Dr. Otto was very proud of his
instrumental legislative role in Montgomery
that resulted in the formation of the Chamber
of Commerce. He was also involved with the
study of communities which ultimately led to
the formation of the City of Valley and was one
of the key leaders in the development of the

Chattahoochee Humane Society.
Dr. Otto also served as a Boy Scout leader
where he led many young men to earn the
prestigious Eagle Scout Award; coached Little
League; served as president of PTO at Valley
High School; was involved with the Painted
Rock Art Society; an avid supporter of the H.
Grady Bradshaw Library; Pilot Club; served
many years as a volunteer with Chattahoochee
Hospice; and was a member of the American
and Alabama Veterinary Medical Association,
Chambers County Development Committee,
Chambers County Health Council, and the
East Alabama Veterinary Medicine Society.

Relief veterinarians
Dr. Lauri Bates, AUB ’96
8207 Lochwood Drive
Montgomery, AL 36117
Phone: 334.590.8525
Email: drlauirbates@yahoo.com
State(s) where licensed: AL, GA
Kind of practice: Small Animal
Region of relief: Central/East Alabama, West
Georgia
Dr. Mary Battistella, AUB ‘83
39 Alabama Drive
Alexander City, AL 35010-3050
Phone: 256.825.6202
Cell: 256.496.3013
Fax: 256.825.6202
Email: marybdvm@mindspring.com
State(s) where licensed: AL
Kind of practice: Small Animal
Specialty training: Acupuncture, Chiropractics and
Nutrition
Dr. Nikki N. Brown, UGA ‘07
P.O. Box 2994
Phenix City, AL 36868
Phone: 706.577.4365
Email: drnikkibrown@gmail.com
State(s) where licensed: AL, GA
Kind of practice: Mixed
Region of relief: East Alabama, would prefer within
50 miles of Auburn or Phenix City
Dr. Emily Davis, TUSK ‘14
702 McDonals Dr.
Opelika, AL 36801
Phone: 225-938-7962
Email: partnersreliefvet@gmail.com
State(s) where licensed: AL, GA
Kind of practice: Small Animal
Region of relief: Lee County, willing to travel
extended distance

Dr. Devin Doherty, St. George’s - West Indies ‘11
1800 Century Lane
Opelika, AL 36801
Phone: 908-884-9440
Email: devin.dd@gmail.com
State(s) where licensed: AL, GA
Kind of practice: Small Animal and exotic
Region of relief: Alabama and Georgia
Dr. Richard Green, AUB ‘68
233 David Drive
Montgomery, AL 36105
Phone: 334-312-5863
Email: shishimariegreen@yahoo.com
State(s) where licensed: AL, FL
Kind of practice: Small Animal
Region of relief: within 50 mile radius of
Montgomery preferred
Dr. Joe Hastings, AUB ‘81
904 2nd Ave. E
Oneonta, AL 35121-2506
Phone: 205-446-0938
Email: onevet2000@yahoo.com
State(s) where licensed: AL
Kind of practice: Small Animal, mixed
Region of relief: Central and North Alabama
Dr. Dayna Haupt, STG ‘11
152 Caliente Drive
Hoover, AL 35226
Phone: 954-205-9978
Email: DHauptDVM@gmail.com
State(s) where licensed: AL, GA
Kind of practice: Small Animal- General Practice
and Emergency
Specialty training: Internship trained
Region of relief: Jefferson, Shelby county- will
consider traveling 1 hr

Dr. H. Winston Pirtle, Sr., AUB ‘67
8237 U.S. Hwy 331
Montgomery, AL 36105
Cell Phone: 334.399.2059 on call 24/7
FAX: 334.284.5173
Email: pirtledvmjd@aol.com
State(s) where licensed: AL
Kind of practice: Mixed
Region of relief: State of Alabama - prefer within
100 miles of Montgomery
Additional information: Will bring vehicle stocked
and equipped for equine and cattle calls
Dr. Jordan Towns, AUB ‘12
1016 Narrows Point Drive
Birmingham, AL 35242
Phone: 205.706.2541
Email: townstj@auburn.edu
State(s) where licensed: AL
Kind of practice: Small Animal, Emergency
Region of relief: Jefferson and Shelby counties
Additional information: Will consider travel up to 1
hour drive
Dr. Jessie Tunnell AUB ‘07
4506 High Court Circle
Birmingham, AL 35242
Phone: 706.331.6019
Email: drjessietunnell@gmail.com
State(s) where licensed: AL
Kind of pactice: Small Animal
Region of relief: Central Alabama (Birmingham and
surrounding)
Additional information: canine/feline practice only
Dr. Ashley Warren, AUB ‘09
20 Castaway Island Road
Eclectic, AL 36024
Phone: 334.301.0371
Email: awarrendvm09@yahoo.com
State(s) where licensed: AL
Kind of practice: Small Animal
Region of relief: Central Alabama
Additional information: Will travel
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A world-class beach resort makes everything better,
including a veterinary conference.
Sun, fun and
learning –
All wrapped up
into one great
conference!
Once again we have an outstanding event
planned for the 2017 Emerald Coast Veterinary
Conference providing continuing education at
an event unlike any other. White sand beaches
and a world-class golf and beach resort create
an environment that attracts the best speakers.
Outstanding CE in an unrivaled setting has
contributed to ECVC’s amazing growth and
popularity, and brings attendees from around
the country back year after year.
The four-day event offers 20 hours of CE in
the mornings, and endless opportunities for
relaxation and fun on Florida’s Gulf Coast.
Loaded with informational sessions and fun
activities, this will be an opportunity to learn,
relax, network, and put your toes in the sand.
The ALVMA will hold its general business
meeting at 4 PM in the Baytowne Wharf
Conference Center, followed by the Exhibit
Hall Opening Reception on Wednesday
evening. The exhibit hall will be packed with
exhibitors offering new information on the
latest veterinary products and services.

Thursday begins with plenary speaker Dr. M.
Gatz Riddell Jr. who will be speaking on “The
VFD, Antimicrobial Resistance and Veterinary
Medicine,” followed by sessions on Critical
Care Medicine, Endocrine/Renal, Infectious
Disease, Backyard Poultry and Pediatrics.
This year, two Orthopedics Labs will be offered
(additional fees apply): “Cruciate and MPL
Workshop” in the morning and “Simple Fracture
Repair Workshop” in the afternoon. Join us
as we recognize fellow ALVMA veterinarians
for their achievements at the ALVMA Awards
Luncheon. Yoga sessions have been added
on Thursday and Friday, or grab a paintbrush
and join the Painted Pet Party where ECVC
attendees will work with artist April Murphy
to create a work of art in honor of their fourlegged friends. You don’t need to be an artist
to join in - April will be there to help and make
sure you end up with a painting you are proud
to hang on your wall.
Conference guests can make new friends
at the Guests’ Meet and Greet on Friday
morning while attendees catch up on the
latest information on Alternative Medicine,
Critical Care Medicine, Endocrine/Renal,
Infectious Disease, One Health Approach
and Orthopedics. A separate Poultry Program
will be offered for industry veterinarians on
Friday and Saturday. Enjoy a round of golf on
the Baytowne Golf Course or play a round of

New this Year!
Painted Pet Party with April Murphy
Join April Murphy in a three-hour session and paint your own fourlegged friend in her bright whimsical style. 
How it works: You send a photo or three of your pet and April will
prepare a line art outline in a whimsical likeness ahead of time on your
canvas. When you arrive at class, your canvas will be waiting for you
including color coding and all the supplies you will need... think of it as
a paint by number, but with your own pet on the canvas.  NO TALENT
Necessary! We will have fun! And don’t stress… April will be there to
help and make sure you end up with a painting you are proud to hang
on your wall. All supplies are included, just bring yourself and have fun.
And should you want some extra pixie dust scattered on your piece by
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Putt Putt mini golf with the family. The ECVC
tennis tournament will be Friday afternoon on
the resort’s world-class HydroGrid clay courts.
This friendly event is for all levels and is always
a fun time. There will be a Yoga session and
an adult only Painted Pet Party on Friday
afternoon where attendees can enjoy nibbles
and libations while painting their four-legged
friends.
Saturday offers another loaded morning of
terrific CE courses in Nutrition, Ophthalmology,
Orthopedics, Poultry, Reproduction, Toxicology
and Mindful Veterinary Practice. There will
also be special programs for Veterinary
Technicians. Saturday evening is time to get
together with classmates and catch up at
the alumni reception. Look for your school
and enjoy spending time with friends and
colleagues.
Sunday starts off with a Fellowship breakfast
and is followed by another great day of CE
programs in Cardiology, Feline Medicine,
LEAP – OSHA, Nutrition, Ophthalmology
and Veterinary Technician programs. With
numerous topics for educational growth, and
resort activities for family time, this conference
is guaranteed to bring some sun and fun
to your week. Join us and see why so many
attendees return year after year!

April (extra highlights and touches), she will do that for an extra $20
after class. There is nothing she cannot fix for you. See? No stress! ;-)
Take a look at April’s Facebook page for Painted Pet Parties at https://
www.facebook.com/paintedpetparties/
Example of the process start to finish:

2017 Plenary Speaker - Emerald Coast Veterinary Conference
Dr. Gatz Riddell was raised on a
homesteaded farm near Conway,
KS. He received his D.V.M. degree
from Kansas State University in
1977. Following an internship and
residency at Auburn University
from 1977 to 1981, he practiced in
Tennessee until returning to Auburn
University in 1984. He became a
Diplomat of the American College
of Theriogenologists in 1982 and
received his MS from Auburn in 1984.

Dr. Riddell represented the American Association of Bovine
Practitioners (AABP) on the AVMA Drug Advisory Committee and later
served on and chaired AVMA’s Council on Biologic and Therapeutic
Agents. He received the AABP Award of Excellence in 1999. He retired
from Auburn University in 2005 as Professor Emeritus and is currently
the Executive Vice President of the American Association of Bovine
Practitioners. He is a Past President of both the AABP and the North
American Veterinary Conference (NAVC). He lives in Auburn, Alabama
and is married to Kay Pelly Riddell and they have three children, Molly,
Wes and Jonathan.

Sandestin Golf & Beach Resort

ALVMA Business Meeting

The Sandestin Golf & Beach Resort is nestled
on 2,400 spectacular acres between the
emerald waters of the Gulf of Mexico and
the Choctawhatchee Bay. The resort offers
everything you can imagine to make your
stay perfect. In addition to the ECVC group
activities each day, please take advantage
of the Sandestin Golf & Beach Resort and
everything it has to offer. Bikes, canoes,
boogie boards, kayaks, pontoon boats, sailing,
waverunners and yolo boards are all available.
The Baytowne Village offers a variety of
restaurants for every culinary liking, and other
fun activities are available such as charter
fishing from the Baytowne Marina or Sunset
Dinner Cruises. Oh, and did we mention –
there’s also the beach!

The next general business meeting of the Alabama Veterinary Medical Association will be
held prior to the Emerald Coast Veterinary Conference on Wednesday, June 28, 2017 at 4:00
PM. The meeting will take place in the Camellia I Boardroom which is located in the Baytowne
Conference Center on the second level. The Baytowne Conference Center is a part of the
Sandestin Golf and Beach Resort, 9300 Emerald Coast Parkway, Miramar Beach, FL 32550.

Emerald Coast Veterinary Conference 2017
– get the app!!

Keep up with the schedule, the speaker’s information, maps for
the Sandestin property, any last minute changes or notices and
anything else you might need to know all from your smartphone.
Download the ECVC 2017 meeting app and everything will be in
the palm of your hand. You can rate the speakers as you listen
to them, you can evaluate the conference overall, connect with
your friends, and submit photos of the conference. Look for the
ECVC 2017 meeting app and get ready for the beach!

Hotel Reservations - Group
Discount Deadline: May 26th
ECVC discounted room rates are available
before and after the event. An additional
discount of 4 percent is available for
reservations of seven nights or more. Choose
from traditional hotel rooms, or upgrade your
stay to a villa, condo or suite in the location
that suits you best. All convention sessions
and most activities are located in The Village,
which offers the only lodging within walking
distance. If you would rather stay in a different
area, the complimentary tram and water taxi
provide free transportation to The Village,
but waits can be long at peak times. Some
sessions begin before the tram runs, so please
plan accordingly. The conference is being held
in the Baytowne Conference Center.

SAVE THE DATE

ECVC Conference
June 28 - July 2, 2017
Sandestin Golf and Beach Resort
Emerald Coast
Veterinary Conference
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2017 Emerald Coast Veterinary Conference schedule
WEDNESDAY June 28, 2017
11 a.m. – GVMA Board Meeting; 1 p.m. – ALVMA Board Meeting; 4 p.m. – ALVMA Business Meeting, 5 - 6:30 p.m. – OPENING KICKOFF IN EXHIBIT HALL

THURSDAY June 29, 2017
6:30 - 7 a.m. – Coffee in the Exhibit Hall
7 - 7:50 a.m. – Azalea Ballroom (1 hr.) The VFD, Antimicrobial resistance and veterinary medicine - M. Gatz Riddell Jr., DVM, MS, DACT
7:50 - 9:20 a.m. – Breakfast in the Exhibit Hall; 11 - 11:20 a.m. – Break
1 - 2:30 p.m. – ALVMA Awards Lunch;

2:30 - 5 p.m. – ALVMA Foundation; 1:30 - 2:30 p.m. – Yoga session;

2 p.m. – Painted Pet Party (Family Friendly)

Infectious Disease

Pediatrics

Endocrine/Renal

Critical Care

Orthpedics Lab

Backyard Poultry

Katherine KuKanich, DVM,
PhD, DACVIM (SAIM)

Bess Pierce, DVM, MZS,
DABVP, DACVIM, DACVSMR

Deborah Greco, DVM,
PhD, DACVIM

Greg Lisciandro, DVM,
DAVBP, DACVECC

Caleb Hudson, DVM, MS,
Diplomate ACVS

Moderator: Karen Grogan,
DVM, MAM, DACPV

9:20 - 11 a.m. (2 hrs)
Infection control: Practical
strategies for vets in the trenches!
Emergency preparedness
for today’s veterinarians

9:20 - 11 a.m. (2 hrs)
Small animal pediatrics: What’s
normal in the first year of life?
Small animal pediatrics: Clinical
techniques in pediatric patients

9:20 - 11 a.m. (2 hrs)
Feline diabetes mellitus
Diet, insulin and oral
hypoglycemics: Good, bad, ugly

8 a.m. - Noon (4 hrs)
Cruciate and MPL Workshop

9:20 – 9:50 a.m.
Common diseases and
Diagnostics
Tami Kelly, DVM

11:20 a.m. - 1 p.m. (2 hrs)
Vets and Zoonoses: How safe are
we in our day-to-day practice?
Salmonellosis: Protecting our
patients, kids, and communities

11:20 a.m. - 1 p.m. (2 hrs)
Small animal pediatrics: Spaying
and neutering - it’s not so simple
anymore!
Small animal pediatrics:
Canine heroes - the journey
from puppy to working dog

9:20 - 11 a.m. (2 hrs)
Case-based Abdominal FAST
(AFAST) and Its Fluid Scoring
System for Trauma, Non-trauma,
and Tracking Applications Part I
Case-based Abdominal FAST
(AFAST) and Its Fluid Scoring
System for Trauma, Non-trauma,
and Tracking Applications Part II

11:20 a.m. - 1 p.m. (2 hrs)
Feline thyroid disorders
Feline adrenal disease

1 p.m. - 5 p.m. (4 hrs)
Simple Fracture Repair Workshop

9:50 – 10:40 a.m.
Interesting Case Reports
Tami Kelly, DVM
10:40 – 11 a.m.
Coccidiosus
Greg Mathis, PhD

11:20 a.m. - 1 p.m. (2 hrs)
The Gallbladder Halo Sign:
Update on Diagnosis and
Complications of Canine
Anaphylaxis
Case-based Thoracic FAST (TFAST)
for Trauma, Non-trauma, and
Tracking Applications Part I

11:20 – 11:50 a.m.
Therapeutics—What is Allowed
in Poultry?
Stephen Roney, DVM,
MAM, DACPV
11:50 a.m. – 12:20 p.m.
Quail, Pheasants and Other Avian
Species
Doug Anderson, DVM

FRIDAY June 30, 2017
6:30 - 7 a.m. – Coffee in the Exhibit Hall		
8:40 - 10:10 a.m. – Breakfast in the Exhibit Hall; 11:50 a.m. - 12:10 p.m. – Break
8 a.m. - 12 p.m. – Poultry session - Bayside F/G
9 a.m. – Guest Meet and Greet Breakfast; 1:30 - 5 p.m. – Golf Tournament; 1:30 p.m. – Putt Putt Golf; 1:30 p.m. – Yoga ; 2 p.m. – Tennis Tournament; 4:30 p.m. – Painted Pet Party (Adults only)

Orthopedics

Infectious Disease

Endocrine/Renal

Critical Care Medicine

Alternative Medicine

Caleb Hudson, DVM,
MS, Diplomate ACVS

Katherine KuKanich, DVM,
PhD, DACVIM (SAIM)

Deborah Greco, DVM,
PhD, DACVIM

Greg Lisciandro, DVM,
DAVBP, DACVECC

Nancy Scanlan,
DVM, CVA, MS

7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
Current strategies for
managing osteoarthritis
and orthopedic pain
in dogs and cats

7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs
Pearls of wisdom for
managing urinary tract
infection
How to approach the
dreaded resistant
urinary tract infection

7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
Canine hypothyroidism,
hypoadrenocorticism
and autoimmune
polyglandular syndrome

7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
Case-based Thoracic
FAST (TFAST) for Trauma,
non-trauma, and tracking
applications part II
Vet BLUE lung ultrasound:
The new way to evaluate
respiratory distress
in small animals

7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
When you run out of
options (try alternative
medicine)
Acupuncture/acupressure
and trigger point therapy

10:10 - 11:50 a.m. (2 hrs)
Simple, successful and
affordable fracture repair
12:10 - 1 p.m. (1 hr)
Patellar luxation – the
tricks you want to know!

10:10 - 11:50 a.m. (2 hrs)
What’s new with
blastomycosis?
Could it be histoplasmosis?
How to figure out and
fix these frustrating
fungal cases!
12:10 - 1 p.m. (1 hr)
Aaaaaachoooooo! The
nuts, bolts, and zebras
for sneezing cats
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10:10 - 11:50 a.m. (2 hrs)
Canine diabetes mellitus
12:10 - 1 p.m.
Canine hyperadrenocorticism
(It’s beginning to look
a lot like Cushing’s)

10:10 - 11:50 a.m. (2 hrs)
Vet BLUE in cats: The tale of
four cats
Global FAST for patient
monitoring, CPR, and
advanced life support
12:10 - 1 p.m. (1 hr)
Setting up a successful
global FAST ultrasound
program

10:10 - 11:50 a.m. (2 hrs)
Using Chinese herbs (when
you don’t know Chinese
medicine)
Using other herbs
(when the owners know
more than you do)
12:10 - 1 p.m. (1 hr)
Nutraceuticals - not just a
fancy name for nutrition

One Health
Approach
7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
Managing fleas, ticks, and
vector-borne diseases
Byron L. Blagburn,
MS, PhD
10:10 - 11:50 a.m. (2 hrs)
Heartworm potpourri
2016-What’s changed and
what hasn’t in the fight
against this disease
Chris Rehm, DVM
11 - 11:50 a.m.
How to create a
new attitude about
heartworm prevention
Nora Grant, DVM

2017 Emerald Coast Veterinary Conference schedule
SATURDAY July 1, 2017
6:30 - 7 a.m. – Coffee in the exhibit hall
8:40 - 10:10 a.m. – Breakfast in the exhibit hall (exhibit hall closes at 10:10 a.m.); 11:50 a.m. - 12:10 p.m. – Break ; 8 a.m. - Noon – Poultry session - Bayside F/G
5 - 6:30 p.m. – Alumni receptions (Auburn, Georgia, Mississippi State, Florida and Tuskegee)

Orthopedics

Toxicology

Reproduction

Opthamology

Nutrition

Veterinary Technicians

Caleb Hudson, DVM, MS,
Diplomate ACVS

Tim Evans, DVM, MS,
PhD, DACT, DABVT

Robyn Wilborn, DVM, MS, DACT

Wendy Townsend,
DVM, MS, DACVO

Martha Cline, DVM, DACVN

Catherine Lane, DVM

7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
Cruciate disease in dogs and
cats– the essentials for success

7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
My “neighbor” poisoned
my pet syndrome
What small animal practitioners
thought they would never need
to know about mycotoxins

7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
Canine corneal disease
with an emphasis on KCS
and corneal ulcers

7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
Evidenced based nutrition
for chronic kidney disease
in companion animals

7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs)

10:10 - 11:50 a.m. (2 hrs)
Hip problems in the growing
and adult dog and cat

7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
Gonadectomy: Pros and
cons, what is known, and
does age really matter?

10:10 - 11:50 a.m. (2 hrs)
Glaucoma: The pressure is on

12:10 - 1 p.m. (1 hr)
Forelimb lameness - Is it the
elbow or the shoulder?

10:10 - 11:50 a.m. (2 hrs)
What small animal practitioners
thought they would never need
to know about plant toxins
Babies Onboard – when
pregnancy and/or lactation
impact the possible adverse
effects of medication
and toxicants

10:10 - 11:50 a.m. (2 hrs)
FAQ’s in small animal
reproduction: Pearls of
wisdom for private practice

10:10 - 11:50 a.m. (2 hrs) Obesity
management in small animal
practice: Initial communication
to follow-through

12:10 - 1 p.m. (1 hr)
Safer cesarean sections

12:10 - 1 p.m. (1 hr)
Ophthalmic drugs: What’s
hot and what’s not

10:10 - 11:50 a.m. (1 hr)
12:10 - 1 p.m. (1 hr)

12:10 - 1 p.m. (1 hr)
When obesity and ____ collide:
Obesity and co-morbities

12:10 - 1 p.m. (1 hr)
Pick your poison – is it
toxic? How toxic is it?

Mindful Veterinary Practice
Laura Smallwood, DVM, DACVIM (SAIM), Stevan Novakovich
1:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. (2 hrs.)
Re-Kindling the Joy of Veterinary Medicine
How Mindfulness and Meditation Can Help You Combat Personal and Professional Stress
Living a More Fulfilling, Engaging and Wholehearted Life

SUNDAY July 2, 2017
6:30 - 7 a.m. – Coffee in the hallway outside of classrooms; 8:40 - 9 a.m. – Break in classroom hallways; 10:40 - 10:50 a.m. – Break in classroom hallways
7 - 8 a.m. – Fellowship breakfast

Opthamology

Nutrition

Feline Medicine

Cardiology

LEAP OSHA Regulations

Veterinary Technicians

Wendy Townsend,
DVM, MS, DACVO

Martha Cline, DVM, DACVN

Gary Norsworthy, DVM, DABVP

Philip R. Fox, DVM, MS, DACVIM/
ECVIM (Cardiology), DACVECC

Philip J. Seibert Jr., CVT

Catherine Lane, DVM

7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
Feline ophthalmology:
Potpourri of kitty eye issues

7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
Calcium oxalate and friends:
Nutritional management
of urolithiasis

7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
New approaches to chronic
renal disease in cats

7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
Essential clinical pearls for
success: The history and physical
examination I
Essential clinical pearls for
success: The history and
physical examination II

7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
Self‐preservation: What every
veterinary worker needs to
know to protect themselves

7 - 8:40 a.m. (2 hrs)

9 - 10:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
Putting the fun back
in fundic exams
10:50 – 11:40 a.m. (1 hr)
Ophthalmology pearls: What
I wish I’d known when I
was in general practice

9 - 10:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
Alternative feeding practices:
Raw, home prepared, vegan/
vegetarian and more
10:50 - 11:40 a.m. (1 hr)
What’s new with pet food:
Updates on labels and regulations

9 - 10:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
Chronic vomiting in cats:
Is it really as “normal” as
we have thought?
10:50 - 11:40 a.m. (1 hr)
Chronic vomiting in cats:
Is it really as “normal” as
we have thought?

9 - 10:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
Thoracic radiography made easy
I-The coughing and dyspneic pet
Thoracic radiography made easy
II-The coughing and dyspneic pet
10:50 -11:40 a.m. (1 hr)
How to accurately diagnose
and successfully manage
heart disease and failure

9 - 10:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
Hospital safety: What the
manager needs to know
to start and maintain a
workplace safety program

9 - 10:40 a.m. (2 hrs)
10:50 - 11:40 a.m. (1 hr)

10:50 -11:40 a.m. (1 hr)
Hospital safety: What the
manager needs to know to
start and maintain a workplace
safety program (continued)
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2017 Emerald Coast Veterinary Conference Poultry Program
Friday, June 30 (8 a.m. - Noon)

Saturday, July 1 (8 a.m. - Noon)

8 - 8:45 a.m.
The John A. Smith Clinical Poultry Medicine Lecture.........Cal Anthony, DVM
8:45 - 9:15 a.m. Biosecurity – Beyond the Obvious........................ Manon Racicot, DVM, PhD
9:15 - 9:45 a.m. BREAK
9:45 - 10:15 a.m. Biosecurity breaches - quantify your risks............ Manon Racicot, DVM, PhD
10:15 - 10:30 a.m.	Comparison of the costs of biosecurity measures to disease outbreaks
............................................................................................... Meagan Slater
10:30 - 11 a.m. Next generation diagnostics using nanopore sequencing
– taking the lab to the farm......................................Scott Callison, MS, PhD
11 - 11:15 a.m. Evaluation of chick quality......................................................... Callie Pierce
11:30 - Noon
Development of immunity to coccidia vaccines
................................................................. John McCarty, DVM, MAM, DACPV

8 - 8:45 a.m.

Moderator - Karen Burns Grogan, DVM, MAM, DACPV

Moderator - Dr. John Glisson

The evolution of our understanding of the ArkDPI Infectious Bronchitis Virus
..........................................................................................Brian Jordan, PhD
8:45 - 9:15 a.m. Results of removing Arkansas from broiler vaccination programs
................... Steve McCarter, DVM, Elizabeth Dale, DVM, Jeff Courtney, DVM
9:15 - 9:45 a.m. BREAK
9:45 - 10:15 a.m. Evaluation of on-farm euthanasia techniques................. Ben Schlegel, DVM
10:15 - 10:30 a.m. Reduction of microbial loads on hatching eggs in storage...... Eric Shepherd
10:30 -10:45 a.m.	Not your garden-variety Galli: The many faces of Gallibacterium anatis
infection in recent poultry cases............ Natalie Armour, BVSc, MAM, DACPV
10:45 - 11 a.m. Consumer driven marketing programs – what’s our role?
.....................................................................................Eric Willinghan, DVM
11 - 11:15 a.m. NPIP Update ......................................................Denise Brinson, DVM, MAM
11:15 - 11:30 a.m. Regulatory Issues and AI Response Plan Discussion
.............................................................GA and AL State Veterinarians, AVICs
11:30 - 11:45 a.m. Diagnostic case reports from Georgia....................................Jim Davis, DVM
11:45 - Noon
Diagnostic case reports from Alabama.................................Tami Kelly, DVM

2017 Poultry Program Speakers

Cal Anthony, DVM....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................Consultant
Manon Racicot, DVM, PhD..............................................................................................................................................Veterinary Epidemiologist, Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA),
Meagan Slater...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................MAM Candidate, PDRC, UGA
Scott Callison, MS, Phd...............................................................................................................................................................................................Founder and Manager at GTCAllison, LLC
Callie Pierce...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................MAM Candidate, PDRC, UGA
John McCarty, DVM, HAM, DACPV.........................................................................................................................................................................................Senior Veterinarian, Merial Select
Brian Jordan, PhD.................................................................................................................................................... Assistant Professor, Depts of Poultry Science and Population Health, UGA
Steve McCarter, DVM.............................................................................................................................................................................................................. Senior Veterinarian, Tyson Foods
Elizabeth Dale, DVM...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Veterinarian, Pilgrim’s Pride
Jeff Courtney, DVM........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ Veterinarian, Pilgrim’s Pride
Ben Schlegel, DVM..............................................................................................................................................................................Veterinarian, Poultry Health Services, Alberta, CANADA
Eric Shepherd................................................................................................................................................................................................................................MAM Candidate, PDRC, UGA
Natalie Armour, BVSc, MAM, DACPV............................................................................. Associate Clinical Professor. Poultry Research and Diagnostic Laboratory, Mississippi State University
Eric Willinghan, DVM.................................................................................................................................................................................... Veterinarian, Winfield Veterinary Consulting, Inc.
Denise Brinson, DVM.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... Senior Coordinator, NPIP
Jim Davis, DVM....................................................................................................................................................... Veterinary Director – North Georgia, Georgia Poultry Laboratory Network
Tami Kelly, DVM.........................................................................................................................................................................Director, Mitchem Sparks Veterinary Diagnostic Lab, Boaz, AL

Thanks to our ECVC sponsors & exhibitors
as of 2/22/17

Abaxis
AEM Gallery
Aesculight Surgical Lasers
AKC Reunite
American Veterinarians’ Insurance
Auburn University MBA Program
Aventix
Bank of America Practice Solutions
Bayer
Blue Frog Construction, Inc.
Blue Ridge X-Ray
Boehringer Ingelheim - Emerald
Boehringer Ingelheim/Merial
CEVA - Sapphire
Christian Veterinary Mission
CryoProbe
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Dan Scott & Associates
Dechra
Doctor Multimedia
Elanco - Opal Sponsor
Ellman, A Cynosure Company
First Citizens Bank
Greenbrier of Central FL & AL
HDA Architects, Inc.
Henry Schein Animal Health
Hill’s Pet Nutrition
Jorgensen Laboratories
Jurox
K-Laser
Live Oak Bank
Merck Animal Health
Merritt Veterinary Supplies, Inc.

Multi Radiance
MWI Veterinary Supply
Nelson & Associates
Nutramax Laboratories Veterinary
Sciences, Inc.
Oncura Partners Diagnostics
Paws Whiskers & Wags
Phoenix Research
Purchasing Services, Inc.
R&F Imaging Systems, Inc.
Roadrunner Pharmacy
Royal Canin USA
Sedecal USA
Simmons & Associates SE
- Ruby Sponsor
Sound/Antech

Southeast Design
Southeast Medical Books
Southern Financial Consultants
Southern Veterinary Partners, LLC
Steris IMS Animal Health
SurgiSnuggly
Universal Imaging
Varnell Bookkeeping
VenomVet
VetCor
Veterinary Orthopedic Implants
Veterinary Products Inc.
VetMatrix
VetScene
Zoetis

REGISTRATION FORM

2017 Emerald Coast Veterinary Conference

l

June 28- July 2, 2017

Early Bird Deadline – June 2 l Online registration available at EmeraldCoastVC.com
Attendee

Only ONE registrant per form (includes purchasing agent). Make copies as needed.

Name:______________________________________________________
First Name for Badge:___________________________________________
Company/Practice:_____________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________________ State:_______
ZIP Code: _______________________
Phone: _______________________ Fax:___________________________
Email:______________________________________________________
Select the description that best fits you
 Practice Owner		  Associate		  Licensed Tech		
 Retired				 Other

 Practice Manager

How did you hear about this meeting?
 Brochure 		  Email					 Newsletter			  Postcard
 Fax				 Vendor Brochure			  Referral 			  Other

Registration

After 6/2

ECVC cannot guarantee space for any activities after June 2.

Welcome Reception (Wed., 5–6:30 p.m.)
ALVMA Awards Luncheon (Thurs.)
Yoga (Thurs.)
Painted Pet (Thurs.-Family)
Spouse Meet/Greet Breakfast (Fri.)
Yoga (Fri.)
Golf Outing (Fri.)
Putt Putt Golf (Fri.)
Tennis (Fri.)
Painted Pet (Fri.-Adults only)
Alumni Meeting (Sat.)
AU UGA Miss St. TU UF
Fellowship Breakfast (Sun.)

Cost

Number

Total

Free
$35
$20
$65
$10
$20
$60
$10
$10
$75
Free

[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[

]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]

$____
$____
$____
$____
$____
$____
$____
$____
$____
$____
$____

$25

[

]

$____

Payment
Registration Subtotal $_______ Proceedings Subtotal $_______ Total Due $________

Veterinary Pricing: Member /Non-Member
1

									 Early Bird

Activities/Events

			

MasterCard		 VISA		

AMEX		 Discover		

Check payable to ECVC

 Full							$495/$645			$595/$720
 2 Day							$395/$445			$445/$495

Name: ______________________________________________________

Circle the 2 days you will attend:
		Thurs.-Fri.		Fri.-Sat.		Sat.-Sun.

Exp. Date: _____________________ 3-digit code _______________________

Thurs.-Sat.		Thurs.-Sun.		Fri.-Sun.

Card Number___________________________________________________

 Orthopedics Lab (Thurs. 8 a.m. - noon)

$500

Signature ____________________________________________________

 Orthopedics Lab (Thurs. 1 - 5 p.m.)

$500

Billing Address (if different):

 Vet Tech/Staff/
$315
Practice Managers3 		

$415

Address:_____________________________________________________

 Recent Grad4

$275

$275

 Spouse/Guest5

$75

$75

City: ____________________________________________ State: ______
ZIP Code: _______________________

Spouse/Guest Name: ______________________________________

 Purchasing Agent6

$25

$25

 Student6

$100

$100

Proceedings

(limited to first 15 students)

Proceedings are available on a flash/jump drive for your computer OR in
printed booklets. Both contain notes from all conference tracks.

Select ONE (only one version available per attendee):
 Proceedings on flash/jump drive (FREE)  Printed Proceedings ($50)
Availability of proceedings is not guaranteed after June 2.

Continuing Ed

Please select the continuing education tracks you plan to attend on
each day.

Thursday, June 29
 I plan to attend the morning keynote session
 Infectious Disease  Endocrine/Renal  Critical Care Medicine  Backyard Poultry
 Pediatrics  Orthopedics Lab (8 a.m. - Noon-$500)  Orthopedics Lab (1 - 5 p.m. -$500)
Friday, June 30
 Orthopedics  Infectious Disease  Endocrine/Renal  Critical Care Medicine
 Alternative Medicine  One Health  Poultry Program
Saturday, July 1
 Orthopedics  Toxicology  Reproduction  Opthalmology  Nutrition
 Poultry Program  Veterinary Technician  Mindful Veterinary Practice (1:30 - 3:30 p.m.)
Sunday, July 2
 Opthalmology  Nutrition  Feline Medicine  LEAP-OSHA  Cardiology
 Veterinary Technician

Services
 Child Care Needed (Child care is only available through the hotel for children 4-12)
Dates needed:  6/29  6/30  7/1  7/2
 Tram Service Needed – I plan to use the resort tram service to the convention center (not needed for Grand Sandestin and Baytowne buildings)
NOTES:
1. Member pricing includes ALVMA/GVMA members and members of any other state VMA.
2. Proceedings not guaranteed for registrants after 6/2.
3. Veterinary technician/staff registration includes the technician track on 7/1 & 7/2. Veterinary
technicians may attend other sessions outside of the technician tracks at the veterinarian
rate.
4. Recent graduates are DVMs who graduated from veterinary college in 2015, 2016 or 2017.
5. Spouse/guest badges are required for guests who wish to access to the exhibit hall, including
the daily breakfast. No one will be allowed admission to the exhibit hall without a badge.
Children under 16 are not permitted in the exhibit hall 6/29 – 7/1 .
6. Admission to exhibit hall only from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm 6/28-7/1. Does not include
breakfast.
Cancellation policy: 80% refund if received by June 2, 2017. No refunds after this date.
Registration includes: one convention proceedings on flash drive, admission to the exhibit hall and all CE sessions on the selected day of attendance, breakfast and beverage breaks
each registered day, and free special events that occur during your attendance.

Fax to: 678-309-3361 or Mail to: Emerald Coast Veterinary Conference, 2200 Century Parkway, Suite 725, Atlanta, GA 30345
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New
graduate
member
profile
Name: Christopher Leroy, DVM
Residence: Tuskegee, Ala.
What inspired you to pursue a
career in veterinary medicine?
My love for animals and my desire to
love, protect, and care for them. My
father worked at the Brooklyn Navy
Yard in Brooklyn, NY and he always
brought home a different water
animal. It amazed me. My aunt has a
big house in Yonker, NY and she was
a foster for stray dogs. She would
welcome them into her home, nurse
them back to health and find loving
families for them to spend the rest of
their lives.

What type of veterinary
medicine do you practice and
why did you choose it?
I love pathology in general but more
specifically, anatomic pathology. I
enjoy the challenge of not knowing
and putting the pieces of the puzzle
together. Also, my first dog that my
father brought home for me when I
was 10 years old, passed away when I
was 21 years old due to oral malignant
melanoma. That disease and the rough
veterinary experience I lived through
during that time had a great influence
on my desire to diagnose and in some
way provide better veterinary care
than I had received.

Where did you study?

I received my B.S. in General
Agriculture from the University
of Maryland Eastern Shore (Hawk
Pride!). I received my M.S. in Animal
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University CVM, provided me
with the opportunity to join
the Alabama Veterinarian
Power of 10. So far I have
learned so much and it
has been a wonderful
experience.

What is the hardest
part of your job?

Health Science from North Carolina
Agricultural & Technical State
University (Aggie Pride!). I received
my D.V.M. from Tuskegee University
College of Veterinary Medicine (TU!...
You Know!)

Who is your role model/
mentor?

My role model is my father. Emigrating
from Haiti at 10 years old without any
knowledge of the English language, he
has fought for his own self education
to be able to provide for himself
and his family. He now speaks five
languages fluently (English, Spanish,
French, Haitian Creole, Italian), he is a
mechanical engineer, and served in the
United States Army for more than 10
years. He is my hero.

What do you enjoy most
about your job?

I enjoy the supporting environment.
My mentors at Tuskegee are extremely
knowledgeable and are very active in
my willingness to learn and become a
great anatomic pathologist.
When I get a hard case or if
there is something I do not
understand, they provide
guidance and direction to
help me figure out what I
am having trouble with.

How did you get
involved with the
ALVMA?

I applied for my Alabama
Veterinary State License
and the Dean of Tuskegee

The hardest part of my job is
the lack of knowledge. As an
anatomic pathology intern,
I am still seeing different
cases both grossly and
histologically for the first time. That
requires me to do a lot of research,
which is not a bad thing, but it does
slow me down a bit being that because
I have not acquired that knowledge
yet, I am not able to readily interpret
glass slides. The pathologist always tell
me that the knowledge will be gained
with time, experience, reading and
research.

What advice can you offer
someone entering veterinary
school?

Be prepared to work extremely hard
and be sure that veterinary school is
the route you want to take in life. It is
a very rewarding career, only if you
allow it to be. I had fun in veterinary
school and I would not change
anything.

What is the last movie you
watched?

The last movie I watched was “Secret
Life of Pets.”

Where do you see yourself
in five years?

If you were stranded on an
island, what three things
would you want to have?

In five years, I see myself as a
newly board certified anatomic
pathologist, probably with a
PhD preparing to start my own
pathology business.

My books, my dogs, and my
blanket

If you could meet anyone
(dead or living) who would
it be and what would you
ask them?

Why would you
recommend that someone
join ALVMA?
ALVMA is a great community
and network of veterinarians
in the state that we reside, only
working to continuously improve
the veterinary profession in any way
possible.

How has being involved
with the ALVMA helped you
professionally?

It has helped me to connect with
recent graduates from both Tuskegee
University and Auburn University
as well older alumni from both
institutions.

When I’m not working, you’ll
find me…

Trail hiking with my dogs (Charlie
Brown the Beagle and Channing
the Pitbull), hanging out with my
fraternity brothers, or building new
huts for my chinchillas (Chance, Chaz,
and Chico).

What was the most
memorable part of your
college experience?

The life-long friendships I have made.

What was the last song you
sang?
“Bounce Back” by Big Sean

Professionally, if you could
change something, what
would it be?
I would reduce the cost of veterinary
care, increase salary for veterinarians
to match those of our human medical
counterpart.

What do you feel is your
biggest challenge just starting
out?
My biggest challenge is of course
finances, but I am always worried that
I do not know enough information
which will come with time and
experience as my mentors have
explained to me.

I would want to meet my
grandmother again and not ask her
anything but let her know that the
entire family misses her dearly.

What accomplishment are you
most proud of?
I am most proud of myself for fulfilling
my dream of becoming a Doctor of
Veterinary Medicine.

What book are you reading?

Where would you go if you
could go anywhere? Why?

“Pathologic Basis of Veterinary
Disease”

I would go to Belize. I worked with
the Ministry of Agriculture Belize
Agriculture and Health Authority
Veterinary Services and the experience
was amazing. The country is beautiful,
with kind people who could use more
veterinary care.

The increase in diversity among
veterinarians as well as the increase in
student loan debt.

What makes you laugh out
loud?
My friends, family, and my dogs

What is your simplest
pleasure?
Music

What do you think has been
the most significant change/
advancement in veterinary
medicine in the last five
years?

What five adjectives best
describe you?
Funny, optimistic, dedicated,
kindhearted, selfless

When was the last time you
did something for someone
else and what was it?
A few days ago my fraternity brother
was sick. I brought him some
medicine, juice, water, soup, and other
foods to help restore his health to
optimal function. As he did the same
for me when I was sick.

I still want to learn how to…

Play the piano, ride a motorcycle, and
cook like a 5-star chef!
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ALVMA
spreading the word

ALVMA
In the last Alabama Veterinarian, the ALVMA
kicked off the national campaign on the
AVMA’s Partners for Healthy Pets Forward
Booking Program. We continue to encourage
you to participate in this program that will
benefit you and the health of your patients. The

ALVMA continues to distribute press releases
to statewide media and the Mediavets listserv
based on preventive health care and seasonal
topics. Press releases on Protecting Pets
from the Cold, Pet Dental Health Care Month
and National Poison Prevention Week have
been sent out this year. A news release was
distributed promoting the new ALVMF Spay/
Neuter tag design and the program which
benefits low-income families and their pets.
The ALVMA held regional meetings in five cities
across the state, available to all veterinarians
to learn and network with colleagues, and gain
two credit hours of pharmacy CE. This year’s
ECVC conference postcard was mailed out
to over 17,200 veterinarians in Alabama and
surrounding states, followed up by the ECVC

brochure. We continue to send out monthly
eNewsletters with valuable information for
members. If you are not receiving these,
please contact the ALVMA office or log in to
the website and check your email address
and settings. Like us on Facebook, and
share our posts with your friends and clients.
Find information on current veterinary topics
updated regularly and posted on the ALVMA
website for your convenience.
Like us|Follow us|Pin with us

AVMA Leadership Conference recap
submitted by Shelby Agnew

“Hey- you a cow doctor? I’m a chicken doctor. You going to the
conference?” I didn’t realize my education would start so soon, in Atlanta,
watching two of my colleagues greet one another across the plane aisle,
an introduction based solely on their lapel pins (note to self: wear a lapel
pin). I was selected to attend the AVMA Veterinary Leadership Conference
in Chicago with only a hazy idea of what I would be learning- something, I
assumed, about leadership, but more, I hoped, about networking and the
AVMA. I’m thrilled to say I learned quite a bit about all of the above.
I flew in on Thursday (as mentioned, learning about networking on the
plane) and, after checking in and a brief run on the cold Chicago lakefront,
went to the orientation and caucus for Alabama’s district. It was here I
started to make connections among Emerging Leaders from other states
as well as the representatives from Alabama and around the country. Day
one: networking 101 (mostly as a trial by fire), and a bit about the concerns
facing the AVMA.
Friday morning started early with the Women’s Veterinary Leadership
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Development Initiative (WVLDI) session, and then on to the Plenary
Session. Here, as in the caucus meeting, it was driven home to me that the
AVMA has been listening to the concerns facing their members (especially
the newest minted): debt and well-being were hot topics, and there are new
initiatives being formed to help AVMA members deal with cyber-bullying as
well, which I was very excited to hear. As the House of Delegates started
their Winter Session, I went off to the leadership workshops.
Friday and Saturday were mostly given over to workshops, many of which
were on the topics of conflict resolution and interpersonal communicationsleading through relationship and teamwork rather than mere authority.
I found these both personally and professionally rewarding and I have
already begun implementing these tools into my practice.
Attending the Veterinary Leadership Conference was both rewarding and
inspiring. In addition to gaining tools for leadership within my practice, my
connections formed
during the conference
have inspired me
to pursue greater
leadership
roles
within the veterinary
community. I am so
grateful to the ALVMA
and the AVMA for
this opportunity and
look forward to paying
back my debt with
service within the
association.

The

POWER
OF

1O
Power of 10- Birmingham session : Dr. Brad Fields with Drs. Domonique Carter, ??? Emily Hertlein, Shelby Agnew, Martha Lukey, Lauren
Rowe, Lydia Glasscock, Christopher Leroy and Casey Graves.

Power of 10 continues leadership
training program

the Alabama Veterinarian to learn new skills
and techniques enabling us to be more agile,
accomplished leaders.
On November 19, ALVMA was proud to
host Karlene Belyea, MBA, Chief Executive
Officer from the Michigan Veterinary Medical
Association who spoke on the following topics:

The Alabama Veterinary Medical Association’s
“Power of 10” Leadership Development
program is off and running. We currently have
twelve veterinarians in the program! We are
taking applications and there is still space
available in the 2017-2018 class, so if you
are interested in participating, or have a friend
or associate that should participate, please
contact Dr. Brad Fields at brad@alvma.com or
visit alvma.com to apply.
Our current class of Power of 10 individuals
have met twice since the last publication of

• Generational differences: Successful
strategies for millennials
• How to lead and influence others
• Making body language your superpower
• Work/Life integration and
personal wellness
• Finding happiness at home and at work
• Applying what we learned
On January 21, ALVMA was proud to
collaborate with Elanco Animal Health and Dr.
Heidi Hulon to deliver the “Discover Insights”
personality training, which included training

and exercises on:
• Understanding your unique personality
• Developing your interpersonal skills
• Improving your communication
• Creating better personal and
professional relationships
• Increasing communication
and collaboration
• Improving personal effectiveness
• Developing leaders and sales people
• Taking self-awareness to the next level
We are super excited to continue this hallmark
program of the ALVMA. The engagement and
interest received from our recent graduates
and leaders of this profession is refreshing and
inspiring.
Please don’t hesitate to contact Dr. Fields at
brad@alvma.com if you have any questions
about this program!
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University Update

Auburn
University
College of Veterinary Medicine
www.vetmed.auburn.edu

agriculture are goals I take seriously,” said Dr.
Stockler, who was recently appointment as a
member of the Lee County, AL Cattlemen’s
Association. The service provides individual
animal medicine, reproduction and surgery, as
well as herd level disease investigation.

Register for Annual Conference
March 31-April 2

Veterinarians who need continuing education
credit can sign up now (www.vetmed.auburn.
edu/ce) for Annual Conference, March 31-April
2. The conference features a dental track,
hands-on lab experiences, and courses on
pharmacy and pharmacology. Class reunions
will be held on Saturday, April 1. Attendees
can earn 20 hours of continuing education
credit.

Hyperbaric Therapy Now Available
at the CVM
White Coat Ceremony Held for
Class of 2018

The 123-member Class of 2018 received their
white coats during a ceremony Jan. 28, 2017,
on campus. The white laboratory coat is a
symbol of medical professionalism that marks
a turning point from classroom study to the
clinical phase of veterinary education.
Friends, family and colleagues came together
to celebrate this achievement of the students’
professional journey. Guests had the
opportunity to tour the AU CVM campus and
facilities then partake in an informal reception
in advance of the ceremony.
Before the ceremony, Dean Calvin Johnson
addressed the students, telling them, “Pursue
your clinical training with passion. Develop
skills that will make you excellent, well
recognized and committed to the service of the
community and public at large.”
Alabama VMA President Dr. Hal Pate
congratulated students on completing “hardest
part, the basic sciences,” and encouraged them
to “dream high as you go forward from here,
but don’t forget about organized medicine.
When we succeed, you succeed.”

Faculty Join the Ophthalmology
Service; Teaching Ranks

The college welcomed two new faculty to
the Department of Clinical Sciences and
the Ophthalmology Service, expanding the
college’s research and clinical education
missions.
Dr. Richard J. McMullen, came to Auburn
from four years of private practice in Munich,
Germany, where he established an equine26 | ALVMA Spring 2017

only ophthalmology service, by way of an
earlier academic stint with North Carolina State
University in Raleigh, and a military career
where he began his career.
Dr. Shannon Boveland joined the college as an
associate clinical professor of ophthalmology
with a desire to teach students clinical
education. A Louisiana native, Dr. Boveland
earned her DVM from Tuskegee University in
2000, interning there in Small Animal Medicine
and Surgery. She completed her residency
in ophthalmology at Georgia’s College of
Veterinary Medicine.

CVM Offering Farm Animal
Ambulatory Service

The College of Veterinary Medicine now offers
an ambulatory service to farms in central
Alabama and west Georgia, overseen by Dr.
Ricardo Stockler, and includes consultations
with attending veterinarians.
“Having the ability to help farmers across the
state of Alabama and Georgia and expose
the new generation of Auburn veterinarians to

A new veterinary hyperbaric chamber was
installed in the Wilford and Kate Bailey
Small Animal Teaching Hospital, providing a
relatively-new therapy in veterinary medicine
for patients, clients and referring veterinarians.
Hyperbaric chamber technology is being used
by a small number of veterinary practices
and an even smaller number of academic
institutions throughout the United States.
Auburn is one of the small number of veterinary
medicine colleges offering hyperbaric oxygen
therapy.
“Hyperbaric oxygen therapy is beneficial for a
variety of medical conditions including wounds,
snake bites, neurological diseases and
rehabilitation, smoke inhalation and carbon
dioxide toxicity, near drowning and choking,
pancreatitis, among others,” said Dr. Lenore
Bacek, assistant clinical professor and head
of the Emergency and Critical Care Service.
“Treatment in the hyperbaric oxygen chamber
increases pressure around the patient and
causes the body to dissolve more oxygen into
the blood, thus improving and speeding up the
healing process.”

Open House April 8

Make plans to attend Open House at the CVM
on Saturday, April 8 from 8:30 a.m. – 12:30
p.m. Open House is a fun-filled, educational
day that allows people to see the College
of Veterinary Medicine and the exciting
opportunities for those who aspire to become
a veterinarian.

More on the College; Events

For more about the college, as well as a
calendar of events and activities, go online to
www.vetmed.auburn.edu.

Tuskegee University College of
Veterinary Medicine Receives
Accreditation Status

The American Veterinary Medical Association
(AVMA) Council on Education (COE), the
accrediting agency for veterinary medicine
programs in the U.S., at its fall meeting granted
the Tuskegee University College of Veterinary
Medicine (TUCVM) full accreditation. The
Council took this action during its Sept. 25-27,
2016 meeting.
“The removal of probation status to achieve
Accreditation through the AVMA represents
a cumulative effort between administrators,
faculty, staff and students. We are grateful for
the leadership of Dean Ruby Perry in guiding
this effort. We are also grateful for the AVMA in
affirming Tuskegee’s storied tradition but now
also what promises to be its equally storied
trajectory,” said Dr. Brian Johnson, president
of Tuskegee University.
After the initial site visit, the AVMA-COE placed
the Tuskegee University veterinary medicine
program on probationary status and scheduled
the next focused site visit for Jan. 2016. Under
the leadership of Dean Perry, the college took
immediate steps to develop a plan to address
the reported deficiencies and to help move the
veterinary program toward full accreditation.
The TUCVM’s Veterinary Medical Teaching
Hospital is also accredited by the American
Animal Hospital Association (AAHA) and
has been an accredited practice member
since 1992. AAHA gave notice to TUCVM in
November.

U.S. Patent Issued to TUCVM
Researchers for More Accurate
Detection of Viable Microbes

TUCVM researchers have a major
accomplishment to be proud of with the issuing
of the United States Patent no. 9434976 for
the rapid and more reliable detection of viable
foodborne, biothreat pathogens and other
infectious microbes using modified Polymerase
Chain Reaction sample preparation. The
researchers credited with this time-saving
invention are Dr. Teshome Yehualaeshet, Dr.
Temesgen Samuel, Dr. Woubit S. Abdela,
and Dr. Tsegaye Habtemariam, all four
faculty members in the CVM’s Department of
Pathobiology.

Tuskegee
University
College of Veterinary Medicine

www.onemedicine.tuskegee.edu and www.tuskegee.edu

(Left to Right): Principal investigator Dr. Teshome
Yehualaeshet collaborates with co-investigators Dr.
Temesgen Samuel, Dr. Woubit S. Abdela and Dr.
Tsegaye Habtemariam in the college’s microbiology and
molecular laboratory.

It was just two years earlier that three of these
researchers were credited with the issuing of
a U.S. patent that allowed for the most timesaving method of determining food threat
agents and foodborne pathogens in such items
as meat, milk, and vegetables.
“As with our previous patent, we are again
advancing research in microbe detection. This
time what is so unique about the discovery is
not only do we save time but we also improve
the accuracy of a technique by enabling
the detection of viable or living organisms,”
said Dr. Teshome Yehualaeshet, principal
investigator for this research project funded by
the National Center for Food Protection and
Defense (NCFPD) currently renamed as Food
Protection and Defense Institute (FPDI). Drs.
Samuel, Abdela, and Habtemariam served as
the co-investigators.

TUCVM Students Get Equine
Palpation Simulator Experience

Fourth-year veterinary students are getting
palpation simulator experience to enhance
student engagement and learning under
the direction of Dr. Elizabeth Yorke, Section
Chief for the TUCVM Large Animal Hospital.
Veterinary students on the large animal

medicine and surgery rotation practice their
transrectal palpation skills on the Equine
Colic Palpation Simulator, a life-size model
with movable abdominal organs designed
to simulate different types of colic. Animal
simulators allow veterinary students to become
proficient in their diagnostic skills without
the need to endanger or cause unnecessary
discomfort to live animals.

TUCVM Students Get Learning
Experience Using Ultrasound

“The faculty, staff and students at TUCVM,
extend a heartfelt appreciation to the board
members of the Tuskegee Alumni Housing
Foundation, Inc. (TUAHF) for choosing to make
a significant difference in the radiology learning
experience for our students. The TUAHF made
a donation of $160,000 toward the purchase of a
high end ultrasound machine for the Tuskegee
University Veterinary Medical Teaching
Hospital (VMTH),” said Dean Ruby Perry. The
ultrasound machine, an Aplio500 Platinum
Ultrasound Imaging System, was purchased
through Universal Imaging Company.
“Our faculty and students are delighted to have
additional equipment that promotes educational
and research advancements in the College and
meet one of our AVMA Council on Education
(AVMA-COE) standards on teaching and
student learning,” Perry said.
TUCVM is very appreciative of the support from
the Tuskegee Alumni Housing Foundation for
its generosity and commitment to sustaining
the Tuskegee University College of Veterinary
Medicine’s legacy.

Dr. Domonique Carter demonstrates proper procedure to
students using the ultrasound machine.
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SCAVMA

Auburn

submitted by Carly Hubbard

The spring semester
has begun at the Auburn
University CVM and
Auburn’s SCAVMA has
many exciting meetings
and events planned for
the semester. The chapter
welcomed students back to
Auburn after winter break
with an annual social event
which allowed for students
to take a night to catch up
before classes resumed.
We are working very hard
to improve our Annual
Silent Auction which will
take place on April 1, 2017. This event raises money to support Auburn
veterinary students traveling to SAVMA Symposium. We are excited to
announce that we will have an online portion to our Auction this year!
The website will open the week before and will be open throughout the
auction, so make sure to stay on the lookout for more details. This year we
have over 30 students traveling to symposium at Texas A&M University
in March.
In terms of wellness events at Auburn, SCAVMA has started monthly
wellness initiatives in addition to our wellness week! So far, we have
partnered with the CVM fitness group to provide yoga on campus and we
have added wellness baskets to the school restrooms. We are also in the
process of planning our annual Stress and Wellness Week which will take
place in April. We hope to incorporate fun stress relieving activities such as
massages and meditation with the importance of nutrition.
Our continuing education lectures this semester include visits from
BlueRiver Pet Care, EcoLife, AVMA GRD, AVMA PLIT, and Dr. Cody
Creelman. In addition to this, SCAVMA has been working hard to support
the other clubs at the college, including helping to sponsor club meetings

Auburn White coat
ceremonies
Drs. Hal Pate and Brad Fields
attended the official AUCVM White
Coat ceremony on January 28,
2017. Dr. Pate coated the Alabama
veterinary students during the
evening, and provided leadership
and congratulatory remarks to the
Class of 2018. Friends, family, and
associates of the honored students
were well represented!
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throughout the semester. This includes a diversity panel put on by our
VOICE club and an antimicrobial drug resistance panel with our One
Health club.
We also have students participating in many community service activities
including the AU Dance Marathon (supporting the Children’s Hospital at
Midtown Medical Center of Columbus Regional Health), the Class of 2019
Battle of the Professionals Dodgeball Tournament (supporting ‘Taking
Care of Paws – Sasha’s Way’ and Rescue K911 Animal Shelter), and the
Omega Tau Sigma Paws for a Cause 5K (supporting companion animal
cancer research and human cancer research).
It’s an exciting time at Auburn CVM and we are thankful for SAVMA, the
AVMA, and the ALVMA for helping us to provide our students with learning
opportunities and activities outside the classroom.

SCAVMA

Tuskegee

submitted by Cierra Davis

The 2017 spring semester brings
many exciting events for our chapter.
We opened the semester with a town
hall meeting between our Dean, Dr.
Ruby Perry, and the student body.
The town hall provided an excellent
forum for productive communication
regarding student concerns and
celebrating the College’s current
successes. Our administration takes
great pride in maintaining an open line
of communication with students so
that the Tuskegee University College
of Veterinary Medicine (CVM) can
continue to grow. The Public Policy
lunch and learn sponsored via the
Government Outreach Advocacy and
Literacy (GOAL) grant provided a
platform for students to gain insight
into the realm of government and
veterinary medicine. Gina Luke
the Assistant Director of the AVMA
Governmental Relations Division and
Kevin Cain Director of Governmental
Affairs at AAVMC discussed the role of veterinarians on Capitol Hill and
our role in policy and advocacy efforts. We will host a Spay Neuter Day
Saturday April 1st. Spay Neuter Day provides an opportunity for first and
second year veterinary students to gain surgical experience while also
giving back to the Tuskegee community by providing free spays and neuters
for up to 20 dogs.
Our third annual
Health Week will be
expanded to span
the month of April.
We will partner with
the Public Health
Club to promote
public health week
as well as the OTS
Fraternity
and
Holistic Clubs to
advocate for other
related
issues.
This event will focus on motivating faculty and students to incorporate
exercise into their daily routine. We hope to get everyone up, moving, and
excited about fitness and mental health by sponsoring a step competition,
lunch activities, and yoga day! Lastly, we are currently working towards
coordinating a silent auction to be held during the Tuskegee University
College of Veterinary Medicine 52nd Annual Veterinary Symposium. The
proceeds from the auction will assist SCAVMA in our continued efforts
to provide innovative learning experiences for our student body. Any
donations toward this event would be greatly appreciated.

What are the
chances of
needing Long
Term Care?

70% of people turning age 65 can expect to use
some form of long-term care –either at home,
in an assisted living facility, or in a nursing home –
at some point in their lifetime.*

For information on an individual policy that
provides protection from the high
cost of Long Term Care call the
BENEFITS HOT LINE at
800-557-5721 for more details.

*National Clearinghouse for Long-Term Care Information, U. S. Department of
Health and Human Services, https://longtermcare.gov, Last Modified 2-21-17

ALVMA Spring 2017 | 29

ALVMA Executive Board 2016-17

Officers
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Harold Pate, Jr.
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President Elect
Charles Ashwander
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James H. Lee
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Ex Officio Members
Executive Director
Charles F. Franz
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Libby Todd
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Alternate Delegate to AVMA
H. Winston Pirtle Sr.
(334) 399-2059
State Veterinarian
Anthony G. Frazier
(334) 240-7253
Public Health Veterinarian
Dee Jones
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President, ALVMF
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Editor, Alabama Veterinarian
Barbara Monaghan
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Carley Hubbard
Tuskegee Student Representative
Cierra Davis

Committee Chairs
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Stevan Parsons
Human Animal Bond
Libby Coleman Todd
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T.C. Branch
Constitution/By Laws/Practice Act
Jack Goodman
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Charles Ashwander
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Jay Crisman
Finance
Charles Ashwander
Grievance
Elaine Moore
Large Animal Affairs
Soren Rodning
Legislative
Ken McMillan
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Mark Russell
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Troy Jones
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Bill Sternenberg
Program
Charles Ashwander
Public Health/Rabies
Jim Wright
Public Relations
Alan Jones
Small Animal Affairs
Pamela Guy
State Diagnostic Lab
Ben Cashion
Veterinary Emergency Management
Libby Coleman Todd
		
Brad Fields
Veterinary Student Relations
Dan Kuykendall
		
Johanna Lamb
Vet Tech Advisory
Jan Strother
Veterinary Wellness
Sandra Morales Foster
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Telephone
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Lacey Lee
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Southeast Alabama VMA
Troy Jones
(334) 222-4713

Gulf Coast VMA
Babette Dixon Authement
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Tuscaloosa County VMA
Scott E. White
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Stevan Parsons
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Tuskegee VMA
Tomeshia Hubbard
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Madison County VMA
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Mid State VMA
Timothy Brunner
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We Have Sold More Veterinary
Practices Than Anyone.

Buying or selling a practice? Simmons is the
trusted advisor veterinarians turn to regardless
of what side of the fence they’re on.

Get experience on your side, contact us today!
Sales & Acquisitions | Valuations | Exit Strategy | Mergers | Facilitations | Consulting

Wilson McManus II, DVM CVPM
Simmons Midsouth • midsouth@simmonsinc.com
simmonsinc.com • 800.447.5260 • 256.650.8387

