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Key points Regarding the New Veterinary Accreditation Program (NVAP)
Prepared January 8, 2010  by USDA APHIS Veterinary Services Staff

Alabama Area Office 

1. New Regulations become effective February 1, 2010.(but note different implementation  dates )

2. For veterinarians who are currently accredited :

a. All currently accredited veterinarians will need to complete a new VS form 1-36A listing in blocks 36 and 37 the species categories and species codes they practice.    They will be issued a unique 6 digit national accreditation number, given a renewal date, and then their category assignment.   All of this will be then entered into the NVAP database.  Headquarters in Riverdale, MD will begin this process January 1, 2010.

b. All of A is to be administratively handled by headquarters. 

c. Veterinarians can retrieve VS form 1-36A on line, complete the form then save or print it.  Then they can send via mail, FAX, or e-mail to headquarters.  In these cases ink signatures are NOT required.

USDA, APHIS, VS, NVAP Staff, 

4700 River Road, Unit 64, Riverdale, MD 20737

Telephone: 301-734-NVAP (6827) 

or

Fax: 301-734-3641

 or

Email: NVAP@aphis.usda.gov
d. Veterinarians need to check off block no. 3 only (of options 1-6) on VS form 1-36A.

e. If these veterinarians are currently accredited in multiple states, only a single VS Form 1-36A will needs to be submitted but must be certain to list all states they are currently accredited in block 35.  

f. All currently accredited veterinarians must make their decision and submit their completed application on VS form 1-36A to headquarters by August 2, 2010. 

g. These veterinarians remain fully accredited until August 2, 2010.  There accreditation does not expire or lapse on the effective date of the rule.

3. Accreditation Categories  I and II:

a. These categories are based upon the type of animals accredited veterinarians will be dealing with in a regulatory situation.  Category II animals are defined as” food and fiber animal species; horses; birds; farm-raised aquatic animals; all other livestock species; and zoo animals that can transmit exotic animal diseases to livestock.”    Note that birds include all family of Avian species.  Category I are any animals other than category II, e.g., dogs and cats. 

b. After reviewing the many and varied types of animals accredited veterinarians may work on , we made a table (see Table 1) listing some animals by category to use as a reference which allows us to correctly inform a veterinarian into which animal category they need to apply.

      

    Table 1:  Animal Categories I and II:

	Category I  Animals
	Category II Animals

	Dogs & cats

Hamsters, gerbils, guinea pigs

Rats

Mice

Rabbits

Primates

Hedgehogs

Reptiles

Sea worms


	Horses

Cattle

Sheep

Goats

Swine

Zoo animals

Bison

Camelids

Cervids

Farm raised aquatics

Elephants

Pet birds

Poultry

Pigeons

Falcons and hawks




4. Working on multiple category of animals:

A veterinarian approved to work on Category II animals may also work on category I animals, however, the opposite is not true.   Veterinarian with a Category I approval cannot complete official work on any Category II animals, unless they reapply and attest they can perform those task and activities required for Category II animals. 
5.   Renewals:

a. Accredited veterinarians must renew their accreditation every 3 years. (based upon their individual renewal dates)

b. Renewals will be handled by headquarters.

6. Continuing Education (Supplemental training units) :

a. Accredited veterinarians are now required to complete 3 or 6 supplemental training units every 3 years depending upon their accreditation category.   Category I veterinarians are required to complete 3 units of training and Category II veterinarians  are required to complete 6 units of training.  A unit is equal to 1 hour.  

b. Monitoring and checking this will be handled by headquarters.

7. For  veterinarians applying for accreditation from January 1, 2010 through January 31, 2010:

a. There are NO changes in the application process or in the program.  However, we will avoid accrediting any veterinarians during this period to avoid / minimize confusion. 

8. For veterinarians applying for accreditation beginning February 1, 2010 to July 1, 2011:

a. All current basic qualifications remain meaning , they will need to be a graduate of an accredited school, have a state license or otherwise be able to practice in the state,  completed the USADA APHIS VS Core orientation program , and make formal application with the new VS form 1-36A.  They will need to choose a Category as well. 

b. They will be issued a unique national veterinary accreditation number, be given a renewal date, and apply and be assigned to the appropriate animal category I or II.

c. Initial accreditation of veterinarians will be processed by VS Montgomery Area Office.  

9. For veterinarians applying for accreditation beginning July 2, 2011:
a. These veterinarians will need to complete all previous requirements as noted in 8A. above with one major additional step.  They will need to pass an Initial Accreditation test (IAT) prior to participating in the core orientation program.  A certificate documenting their passing score must be presented at the time of attendance at the core orientation program.  This test will be administered in most cases to students in veterinary schools.  Relevant material will be included in their college curriculum.  In addition, for veterinarians out of school the IAT can be taken on line at the AAVMC website which has a link to ISU which serves as a "virtual veterinary school" for veterinarians. 
10. Accreditation in additional states:

a. Veterinarians will continue to be required to attend state orientation session as in the past but now they will need to complete VS Form 1-36A, officially applying to be accredited, in any and all additional states they wish to perform accredited duties. (In the past they did not need to complete this form).  

11. Program Certification (applicable to Cat II accredited veterinarians only):

a. A category II accredited veterinarian can voluntarily request and receive additional training for work on certain disease programs and thus be referred to as Qualified Accredited Veterinarians (QAV).  This training is above the minimal required 6 supplemental training units needed to continue accreditation every 3 years.  
b. Presently, VS is establishing program for the trichina herd certification program, tuberculosis testing of cervids, and scrapie. 

12. Core orientation:

a. The core orientation which remains required must be completed within  3 years of initial application for veterinary accreditation.  This is now part of the regulations under 9CFR part 161.1(e)(4).  A veterinarian currently accredited can apply for accreditation in another state(s) without the need to sit through another core orientation.  

13. USDA APHIS Web site:  http://www.aphis.usda.gov/nvap/
a. Note web site is current as of January 7, 2010. 

Please feel free to contact the Veterinary Services Montgomery Area Office if you have any additional questions. Our staff is here to serve the needs of Alabama USDA accredited veterinarians.

Thank you.

Dr. Adis Dijab

Area Veterinarian in Charge 
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